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Blues artist’s fi nal resting place to be honored 
In 1978, Mississippi folklorists 

Worth Long and Paula Tadlock 
convinced Library of Congress 
folklorist Alan Lomax and cine-
matographer John Bishop to come 
to Mississippi and fi lm a documen-
tary about the state’s most musical 
precious heritage, the blues. With 
the assistance of Mississippi Edu-
cational Television, PBS broadcast 
The Land Where the Blues Began 
the following year, and the docu-
mentary went on to win numerous 
awards, solidifying its place in the 
annals of Mississippi blues history.
One of the more remarkable per-

formances in the fi lm took place 
near Canton, Mississippi, specifi -
cally on the front porch of Clyde 
Maxwell in the small hamlet of 
Camden.  On one September eve-
ning, an unknown bluesman named 
Mr. Belton Sutherland—armed 
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with his acoustic Kay guitar—took 
a seat in front of the camera and 
claimed his rightful place among 

the state’s fi nest blues artists. Ac-
cording to fi lmmaker John Bishop, 
“We had never heard of him be-

fore, and never heard of him after, 
but his rough guitar and expecto-
rated lyrics...is one of the most 
emotional moments in the fi lm The 
Land Where the Blues Began.
Sutherland only appears for a 

minute in the original fi lm, and he 
vanishes from the screen. He nev-
er recorded an album. He never 
played the music circuit. He all but 
disappeared, taking his phenome-
nal talent out of the public memory 
for decades.
In 2010, with the rise of the in-

ternet, the Association for Cultural 
Equity decided to release several 
performances of Belton Sutherland 
on video-streaming site Youtube.  
The fi rst clip of his “Blues #2” ex-
ploded in popularity and received 
an estimated 1.5 million views.  
He became famous and known all 
over the world as one of the most 
mysterious and honest blues musi-

cont. on page 7
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Canton celebrates opening of two new schools 
Canton kindergartners through 

fi fth graders are beginning the 
school year in two new, state-of-
the-art elementary schools.
Late last month, City leaders, par-

ents, children and the Canton com-
munity celebrated the opening of a 
new Canton Elementary School as 
well as a new McNeal Elementary 
School.
The new schools, funded by a $33 

million bond issue, which was vot-
ed by the community in 2015, re-
place the old buildings.  The bond 
issue also allowed the district to 
make upgrades in the areas of tech-
nology, security and accessibility.  
McNeal Elementary, originally 

named Cordelia Alfred McNeal El-

By Jo Anderson

ementary was completed sixty-six 
years ago on October 19, 1952, 
and the original Canton Elemen-
tary School was built in 1959. 
 The original McNeal Elementary 
building was demolished and as of 
press time, the district has not ad-
vised The Canton News of the plan 

for the Canton Elementary build-
ings.  Construction of the new fa-
cilities began with a groundbreak-
ing ceremony on January 28, 2016, 
and the buildings were completed 
in August, 2018.
Both new schools boast twen-

ty-fi rst century learning environ-

ments with the capacity to hold ap-
proximately six hundred students 
each. Both schools are centered 
around a secure courtyard. The 
schools have interior physical ed-
ucation (P.E.) rooms with a stage, 
cafeterias that can open to the P.E. 

cont. on page 15

�is is free to all patients.... Let us handle the process, just give us a call to discuss

8:30-6:00 M-F
8:30-12:30 Sat

Stacey Cauthen Sanders 
& Bill M�by

�is is free to all patients.... Let us handle the process, just give us a call to discuss
Worried about your loved one taking the right medications at the right time?  Let M�by's Drug Store take the worry away... 

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046|601-859-4212

Immunization Telemed Clinic
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Mid South
STORAGE

Boat and RV Storage

101 AULENBROCK DRIVE CANTON, MS
601-201-3326 | fb.me/midsouthbuildings

Safe and secure outside storage for boats, 
campers, jet skis, and more. Our facility is 
gated and lighted. Call us today to reserve 
your spot!

MagnoliaMagnolia
Woman's Clinic

Dr. Walter R. Wolfe, M.D.
Krestina S. Banck, MSN, FNP-C

163 River Oaks Drive, Suite 204
Canton, MS 39046
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CPSD receives grant from
Madison Co. Community Trust

The Madison County Community Trust (MCCT) awarded a grant to Canton Public Schools 
(CPS) to train teachers in fi nancial literacy curriculum that will be incorporated into the fall 
classes.  The program is facilitated by the MS Council on Economic Education (MCEE).  
Pictured (l to r): Selena Swartzfager, president of MCEE; Dr. Pamela Self, principal of 
Canton High School; Barney Daly, MCCT Chairman; Dwight Luckett, interim supt. CPS; 
Victoria Johnson, executive director of CPS secondary education; and Jan Collins, execu-
tive director of the Madison County Business League & Foundation.

Special to The Canton News

Harris wins Blitz 16 Player of 
the Week from BankPlus

Canton High Running Back Camerone Harris recently received the top votes to be selected 
as the week one BankPlus/Blitz 16 Player of the Week. At the time of his selection, Harris 
had 20 rushes, 134 yards, and 4 touchdowns in Canton High’s 48-16 win over Hazle-
hurst.  Pictured (l to r) are: Brad Gatlin, Madison County BankPlus President, Harris, Josh 
Jackson, WAPT Channel 16 Sports Reporter and Simon Collier, Assistant Vice President, 
Canton branch, BankPlus.

Special to The Canton News



Some folks are certain from an 
early age what their life’s calling 

will be and 
manage to at-
tain their goal.  
This month’s 
neighbor is 
an example of 
that certainty 
and attain-
ment, but the 
zigs and zags 

and side trails he experienced to 
accomplish his calling make for 
an interesting journey.
Calvin Judson Meaders, Jr. 

hails from Hickory, Mississippi, 
where he fi nished high school 
and began his preparation for 
the ministry, which had always 
been his aspiration.  He attend-
ed Clarke Memorial College, a 
Baptist junior college, for two 
years as a ministerial student 
and then graduated from Missis-
sippi College, where he majored 
in Bible and theology.  He pas-
tored at Mount Nelson Baptist 
Church in Neshoba County for 
a couple of years, then enrolled 
in the master’s program at Mis-
sissippi College where he taught 
freshman English as a graduate 
assistant.  Then, just because he 
felt like he needed to do it, he 
enlisted in the U.S. Army.  After 
boot camp at Fort Polk in Louisi-
ana, he was assigned to the Ger-
man language school  at Defense 
Language Institute in Monterey, 
California, for eight months, 
during which time he became 
profi cient in  German.  This 
profi ciency in German was nec-
essary for his next assignment, 
which was interrogator training 
at Fort Bragg, North Carolina, 
with the Military Intelligence af-
ter which he was sent to Fulda, 
West Germany.  Here he, in col-
laboration with the German Fed-
eral Border Police, interviewed 
people who had braved the wall 
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Anytime,
Anywhere,
Any Day...

...That’s when you can count on
State Farm .

601-859-8554
www.arnelbolden.com 

®

Life doesn’t come with a schedule. That’s why
at State Farm  you can always count on me for

whatever you need. 

®

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

and escaped from East Germany, 
debriefi ng them on subjects such 
as information about East Ger-
man or Russian military units 
or economic conditions in East 
Germany.  Just your normal, ev-
eryday job for a preacher from 
Hickory, Mississippi.  
After his active duty tour, he 

went back to Hickory and cut 
pulpwood for six months but de-
cided that this type of work did 
not contribute to his life’s call-
ing.  He then joined his broth-
er Steve, and they worked on a 
pipeline survey crew surveying 
pipelines from Beaumont, Tex-
as, to Tulsa, Oklahoma.  It was 
back to Hickory after a year of 
surveying to try his hand as a 
car salesman.  That job lasted 
for four months (but he did sell 
six cars).  After his auto sales 
stint, he was employed by the 
Mississippi Employment Secu-
rity Commission in Meridian as 
an interviewer, then decided to 
earn his Master of Divinity de-
gree at the New Orleans Bap-
tist Theological Seminary.  It 
was here that he met and mar-
ried Miss Nancy Dixon, who 
was in the successful process 
of obtaining her Master of Re-
ligious Education degree from 
NOBTS.  With the master’s de-
grees in hand, they headed back 
to Hickory, and Jud worked at 
the East Mississippi State Hos-
pital, fi rst as an orderly, then 
as a chaplain in their pastoral 
counseling program.  He moved 
on to a private psychiatric hos-
pital, where he worked as both 
an adolescent and adult counsel-
or.  Two very important events 
occurred during this time.  Their 
son, C.J., was born, and Jud left 
the Baptist Church to become an 
Episcopalian.  The change to his 
new denomination dictated that 
in order to continue to serve the 
Lord in the ministry, he would be 
required to attend The Universi-
ty of the South at Sewanee for a 

year of Anglican studies.  When 
he completed this requirement, 
he was ordained a Deacon, and 
was sent to The Chapel of the 
Cross in Rolling Fork, Missis-
sippi, as Deacon in Charge.  He 
was ordained a priest in 1989 
and served as Rector in Roll-
ing Fork until he was called 
to Grace Church in Canton in 
1995.  He served as Rector at 
Grace Church until he retired in 
2012.  Retirement, however, in 
Jud’s case is only a term and not 
a condition.  He still serves as 
supply priest to Grace Church in 
Carrollton, St. Mary’s Church 
in Lexington and Church of the 
Redeemer in Greenville, where 
he holds services three or four 
times every month.  He also has 
formed an LLC, Academy Street 
Studio, which operates as his 
business of shooting wonderful 
photographs.  His works are on 
display all over the state and his 
reputation as a truly gifted pho-
tographer is growing rapidly.
What’s next?  After a career 

as varied as his has been, from 
pulpwood to military intelli-
gence to orderly to car sales to 
counseling to preacher to priest 
to surveyor to photographer, 
one might not be inclined to wa-
ger on what the next adventure 
will be.  And did I mention that 
he and Nancy also fi nd time to 
keep up with eight grandchil-
dren?  Stay tuned.

By Guest Columnist Jim Ritchie

EDITOR’S NOTE:  Jim Ritchie is 
a published author, storyteller, en-
tertainer and grandfather of elev-
en. He is amazed at the number of 
talented and accomplished people 
who live in the Canton area, and 
he thinks local citizens should 
know about some of them. Ritchie 
and professional artist wife, Perry, 
live in the Shocco community out 
from Canton. View their work at 
www.southernstories.com.
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Jud Meaders, owner

Email:  academystreetstudio@gmail.com | 
rootintootin@mac.com

Phone: 601-668-0678
website:  academystreetstudio.com

Academy Street Studio, LLC
LEROY JENNINGS

140 Autobahn Loop, Madison, MS 39110
 

Main: 601-499-8700
 Cell: 601-499-8711
 

ljennings@machaikmadisonchevy.com
 

www.machaikmadisonchevy.com
 

Know Your Neighbor: Jud Meaders
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323 West Fulton Street
601-859-1271

It’s time to prepare for hunting season! 
Visit our new inventory today!

4-20-14

Mr. and Mrs. John Noble 
are pleased to announce 
the engagement of their 
daughter, Lacey Elizabeth, to 
Christopher Chase Higbee, 
son of Mr. William Higbee 
and Mrs. Cindy Beasley.  Miss 
Noble is the granddaughter 
of the late Mr. and Mrs. Gus 
Noble and the late Mr. and 
Mrs. Dwight Follin.  Mr 
Higbee is the grandson of Mr. 
and Mrs. William Higbee, Sr. 
and Mrs. Barbara Daniel and 

the late James Daniel.
Miss Noble is a 2006 graduate of Canton Academy. 

After graduation from high school she attended Holmes 
Community College and the University of Mississippi.  
Mr. Higbee is a 2003 graduate of Madison Central High 
School. Upon graduation from high school he attended 
the University of Mississippi. 

Miss Noble and Mr. Higbee are both employed at 
Professional Eyecare Associates.

The couple will exchange vows at Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church on November 10, at 3:30 pm.

Higbee-Noble

2.5 x 1.75

8-30-18

CHILDCARE CENTER

152 Michel St • Brandon, MS • 601-825-5001

A LICENSED CHILDCARE FACILITY
Experienced and Caring Staff since 2006

Accepting from 6 Weeks to 13 Years

•	Warm	&	caring	staff
•	Mature	staff	in	the	infant	rooms
•	Small	classes,	10	or	less
•	Autism,	down	syndrome	spots
•	Healthy	meals	&	snacks,	
vegetarian	options	available,	too

•	Nature	times
•	ABCs,	counting,	numbers,	
science,	early	reading

•	Vouchers	accepted



program, we talked about recipes, 
measurements, and science. After 
reviewing our primary colors, we 
decided to add a few drops of food 
coloring to make batches of blue, 
red, and purple! At the end of the 
program, the kids took home their 
creation via Ziploc bags. The kids 

and their par-
ents enjoyed 
a great hands-
on learning 
experiment.
The North 

Madison 
County Excel 
by 5 annual 
School Read-
iness/Back 
to School 
Health Fair 
was held on 

Friday, August 3, 2018 in Canton 
which was also Snapshot Day.  
Area businesses were invited to 
collaborate with the coalition in 
this important event designed to 
create awareness of services and 
programs available to children 
and families throughout North 
Madison County. It was our privi-
lege to be able to participate in this 
activity by bringing a table with 
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Est. 1954

PHILLIPS
Barnett

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities 

Windows & Doors 

Moulding

Insulation 

Owens Corning Shingles 

Drywall 

Paints 

Yeti Coolers 

Hardware

515 West Fulton Street • Canton, MS  39046
(601) 859-2812 • (800) 844-9663 • Fax:  (601) 859-1292

www.phillipslumber.com

SnapShot Day captures more than just an image
By Tonja Johnson

What is it like for a Mississippi 
Library in One Day?  Henry Ward 
said, “The library is not a luxury 
but a necessity”, and the Snapshot 
Day statistics show just that. Snap-
shot Day: A Day in the Life of Mis-
sissippi Libraries helped libraries 
capture important elements, fun-
damentals, and building blocks 
offered in resources and services to 
patrons in one day.  The Madison 
County Library System as a whole 
had 1,422 people walk through 
their doors, 1,163 books, movies, 
and other items borrowed from the 
library, 232 computers were used, 
484 questions were answered, and 
seven programs were offered. That 
is 3,308 lives influenced or affect-
ed positively by the library system 
in just one day, not to mention 
the two or three thousand reached 
daily through our social media 
sites. Where else would those 
three thousand people a day go for 
free internet access, sensory pro-
grams, health education programs, 
research databases, job searches, 
job application help, and more?
The Paws to Read kick-off party 

was just one of the many astound-

ing programs we had with 131 
participants. We are very thank-
ful to Sam’s Club for providing 
the cake. There is nothing shabby 
about these three adorable therapy 
dogs; Meadow our 3-legged friend, 
Chance our Goldendoodle friend, 
and Luke our Golden Retriev-
er friend who 
enjoyed meet-
ing the par-
ents and kids 
alike. There 
are already 32 
families signed 
up on the inter-
est sheet to be 
involved in the 
program and 
we expect more 
to be involved. 
Reading to 
dogs in a fun, relaxed atmosphere 
actually improves reading skills. 
We hope this fall will encourage 
many children to read more! If you 
are interested, please call the Mad-
ison Library at (601) 856-2749. 
Slime is the next best thing to You-

Tube, right? Well, the Flora Library 
shook or mixed it up we must say 
on Snapshot Day by making slime 
with their children. During this 

free school supplies and activities 
for the kids to learn how to stay 
active. 
Snapshot Day could not possi-

bly capture all a library does for 
its community, but we hope that 
we shed a shimmer of light on the 
unlimited potential and value your 
library system has. Our library 
system is dedicated to supporting 
knowledge, community and imag-
ination to build the skills for a 
better future. It reminds us of that 
MasterCard commercial: building 
maintenance cost: $25,000, book 
and materials collection cost: 
$300,000, a life changed: PRICE-
LESS! You cannot put a price tag 
on the importance of libraries. 
“Each day our libraries engage 

our patrons in literacy and learning 
by providing a safe place for them 
to learn, work and create, leaving 
a positive impact on our commu-
nities.” Tonja Johnson – Director2.5 x 1.75

8-30-18

Homeschool

152 Michel St • Brandon, MS • 601-825-5001

Private school/Kindergarten thru 12th grade
We can help if your child :

• Has a late birthday 
• Has fallen behind and needs to work to  

get back into his or her correct grade
• Is bored or not being challenged 
•	Would	benefit	from	a	smaller	class	
•	 Has	sensory	or	developmental	disorders	
•	 Has	autism	
• Needs one on one
• No bullying, PERIOD. Many students have been asked to leave because of 

their ill behavior towards others. WE DON’T TOLERATE BULLIES AT 12K! 

Some	of	our	first	graduates	from	12K	are	completing	their	
masters	at	State,	Southern	and	Vanderbilt	right	now.	But	
some	graduates	stay	local	at	Hinds	or	Holmes,	too.

We	teach	social	skills,	life	skills	and	conflict	resolution.

Put	your	student	in	a	place	where	they	can	flourish.	Who	
wouldn’t	do	better	in	an	environment	with	one	on	one?

EDITOR’S NOTE: Tonja Jackson 
is the director of Administration 
for the Madison County Library 
System.  For more information on 
the Madison County Library Sys-
tem, call 601-859-7733.
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Name of Business

Address of Business

Circle one      Entry or Nomination (Nominated by

If you would like us to know about any recent updates to this business or areas you would like us to focus on please list them here

Phone Number

Email

Please complete & drop off form to Canton Welcome Center, CMU or email to joydodson@hotmail.comPlease complete & drop off form to Canton Welcome Center, CMU or email to joydodson@hotmail.com

Deadline set for Oct. 20th!

Nominate a business in the City of Canton to receive the n�t

Name of Business

Nominate a business in the City of Canton to receive the n�t

Canton’s Beauti�l Business Award

Ad sponsored by CMU

Sprucing up local image will upgrade visitor experience
By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

Recently, my husband and I drove 
to see our son and his family in 

Dayton, Wyo-
ming, while 
making a big 
loop through 
nine differ-
ent states, not 
counting Mis-
sissippi.  Even 
though we 
took the back 
roads, they all 

seemed to be in excellent condi-
tion, but we did see miles and miles 
that were under repair.  Many of 
the roads had very low traffi c vol-
umes, and most had speed limits 
of 75 to 85 miles per hour, but all 
were well maintained.   
The bridges in Arkansas each 

had an outline of the state etched 
into the stone, while the windmills 
in Kansas seemed to go on for-
ever.  The Sandhills of Nebraska 
were very unexpected, there was 
a Starkville, Colorado, and it was 
silage time (storing food in silos 
for the cows) in Texas.  Each state 
was so different, and we enjoyed 
each for its uniqueness.  However, 

the one thing that caught our atten-
tion more than anything, was the 
cleanliness of these other states’ 
roadways. 
A fi rst-time visitor to Canton 

might notice our big industrial 
parks and all the Nissan business-
es.  They may admire our tree 
lined streets leading into town, 
which contains the historic Can-
ton Square, as well as the beautiful 
homes, many framed by Magno-
lias and Crepe Myrtles.  Maybe it 
would be the school building proj-
ects or the Canton Multipurpose 
Center that is noticed.  Maybe they 
are in town for the fl ea market, the 
hot air balloon races, a concert, or a 
ballgame.  Whatever brings people 
to Canton, or whatever they notice, 
their experience could be upgraded 
if our city was neater and cleaner.  
I am delighted to see that Mayor 
William Truly and his staff are 
working diligently to spruce things 
up.  Hopefully, you have noticed 
the drainage ditches behind Culi-
nary Cowboy are being cleared, as 
well as at the north entrance into 
town.  They have also killed the 
grass that was growing at the inter-
section of Highways 43 and 16 
and also in some of the sidewalks 

around town.  Kathy Hammack of 
the Keep Canton Beautiful Com-
mittee reported new mulch being 
placed around City Hall.  The 
Lions Club has recently adopted 
the library as a service project and 
has plans to enhance and maintain 
the work that others have begun 
in front of the library and on the 
side facing Peace Street.  The 
Keep Canton Beautiful committee 
is challenging property owners in 
Canton to compete for the “Can-
ton Beautiful Business Award.”  
According to many studies, litter is 
the fi rst sign of social decay.  Mr. 
Leland Speed, previous Direc-
tor of Mississippi Development 
Authority, often said that dealing 
with minor crimes like litter and 
graffi ti, in addition to keeping the 
grass cut, would help reduce larger 
crimes and improve public safety.  
Canton has several good partners 
working towards becoming a neat-
er, well-groomed city including 
a city recycling program, a Keep 
Canton Beautiful program, a Gar-
den Club, a Chamber and Main 
Street, and many merchants serv-
ing as volunteers to beautify and 
pick trash up in their area.  This 
year marks the twentieth anniver-

sary of the Keep America Beautiful 
Great American Cleanup program.  
I sincerely hope that more of us 
will be inspired to support Mayor 
Truly in his efforts to make a pos-
itive impact on our beloved town.  
If residents of other states can do 
their part to help “Keep America 
Beautiful,” then we can certainly 
work together to ensure that Can-
ton, Mississippi, ranks very high 
among the Great American Clean-
up 2018 winners.  If you are inter-
ested in getting involved, contact 
Canton Tourism at 601-859-1307 
for information on any of these 
ongoing programs.  Keep Canton 
Beautiful has also suggested that 
if you see something that needs to 
be cleaned up, call Public Works at 
601-859-3245.  Let’s all do more 
in 2018 to show that we love Can-
ton! 

Special to The Canton News

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is mar-
ried to James Foy and has recently 
retired from the Mississippi Devel-
opment Authority where she was 
Director of Asset Development.  
Foy is an active volunteer in the 
Canton community.
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195 E. Peace Street | 276 Nissan Parkway | 601.859.3939 | 877.727.4780 

We can also handle 
your postal needs 
7 days a week 
8:00 am - 7:00 pm weekdays

www.msdiscountdrugs.com

Blues artist’s final resting place to be honored
cont. from front page

cians ever to be captured on film.  
Sutherland, however, would nev-
er know of his eventual fame or 
that his music lives on, even to 
this day.
Belton Sutherland passed away 

on October 10, 1983, and he was 
buried in the St. John Mission-
ary Baptist Church cemetery off 
of Mt. Pilgrim Road with only a 
metal place-holder to mark his 
final resting place. And for over 
35 years, it has remained undis-
turbed, unchanged and undiscov-
ered until historian T. DeWayne 
Moore, of the Mt.  Zion Memori-
al Fund, asked a local transplant 
to Canton named Joe Austin to 
visit the cemetery.
Since 2010, Moore has been 

at the sharp end of a mission to 
find, memorialize, and bring rec-
ognition to the musical heritage 
of African Americans in Missis-
sippi. And through his tireless ef-
forts and persistent social media 
updates he captured the attention 
and interest of Austin.  A previ-
ous search through the cemetery 
had failed to locate the grave of 
Sutherland.  But in April 2017, on 

an overcast and rainy day that was 
spent methodically checking each 
grave in the cemetery, Austin lo-
cated the grave of this epic blues 
artist beside the graves of his fam-
ily members.
Thanks to the contributions of 

Special to The Canton News

dozens of supporters, the Mt. Zion 
Memorial Fund plans to install a 
memorial headstone on his grave 
on Saturday, September 22, 2018, 
at 4:30 p.m. at the St. John’s Mis-
sionary Church Cemetery.  The 
pastor of the church, members of 

the blues artists’ extended fam-
ily, and a host of dignitaries, re-
searchers, and blues enthusiasts 
will all hopefully be in atten-
dance at the memorial service.  
The Mt. Zion Memorial Fund 
would like to extend an invita-
tion to all readers of the Can-
ton News to attend this special 
event honoring one of Madison 
County’s long-obscured but now 
world-famous sons and maybe 
learn a little more about preserv-
ing Mississippi’s musical her-
itage.  The musical and special 
guests taking part in the ceremo-
ny will make it quite an event to 
witness, too.
After the ceremony, the public 

is invited to the Legends of Mis-
sissippi Sports Bar on the Canton 
Square for the reception, which 
will feature music, fellowship, 
and refreshments.
More information can be found 

at the MZMF website:
www.mtzionmemorialfund.org or 
by contacting DeWayne Moore, 
Director at: tmoriver@gmail.com 
by calling Joe Austin at 662-701-
8636.

Sprucing up local image will upgrade visitor experience
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Dear Readers - You LOVE The Canton News! 
Thank You! 

Weekly, we get calls from businesses that want 
a rack in their business. Even people outside 
of our mailing area call and want our paper! 

To fi ll this need, we are placing 100 racks in 
Canton and Madison County!!

In September, we will be placing racks where 
you can pick up the paper for FREE!! In Octo-
ber, we will go to only racks. The paper will be 
free to pick up or $6 for home delivery. 
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Subscription Form $6

Mail To: Canton News 
P.O. Box 1163

Canton, MS 39046

Name
Address
City, State, Zip Code
Phone Number

BENEFITS & WHY WE ARE CHANGING:
1) We will now print MORE papers to accommo-
date all the racks where papers can be picked 
up for FREE!
2) It will benefi t our advertisers because each 
time a reader is out and about, you can pick up 
a paper and will be more likely to act on ads! 
3) If you still want home delivery, it is only $6 
per year! 
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OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC
Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

• Fenced & 
Lighted

201 N. Hargon St.

• Electronic 
Gate Access

Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433

• Security
   Cameras

Sales@ozbornselfstorage.com

6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ACCESS

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.    
Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends

BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

BankPlus.net

Help us help 

MISSISSIPPI  KIDS.

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports  
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University 
of Mississippi Health Care, Mississippi’s 
ONLY hospital designed for the care and 
treatment of sick or injured children.
*NOTE: All donations subject to change on 
an annual basis.

BP_FOCH_2017_Airplane_5x6.indd   1 8/14/17   4:04 PM

Canton’s resident honored as doctor of distinction
Special to The Canton News

Dr. LaToya Mason-Bolden 
recently graduated from the 2018 
Physician Leadership Academy 
and was recognized by the Mis-
sissippi State Medical Associa-
tion as a Doctor of Distinction.  
Dr. Mason-Bolden underwent 
an in-depth, nine-month long 
program which provides training 
in core aptitudes, prepares physi-
cians to excel as future leaders in 
their own practices, in organized 
medicine, and in the public pol-
icy arena. Comprehensive ses-
sions included training in confl ict 
resolution, contract negotiation, 
media and communication skills, 
and collaboration.
 By taking on leadership respon-

sibilities, Dr. Mason-Bolden 
believes in embracing the ever-ex-
panding role of the physician, not 
retreating from it. She sees it as 
the legacy given to her by her 
mother, who worked for thirty-six 
years as a teacher and mentor.
“It has always been an inherent 

desire of mine to pursue a career 
that affords me opportunities to 
share my knowledge gained while 
positively impacting the lives of 

others,” Dr. Mason-Bolden said. 
“Etymologically speaking, the 
word ‘doctor’ means ‘to teach’ 
but the role of a doctor does not 
terminate there.”
As a practicing physician for 

over twelve years, and now an 
Associate Professor of Anesthe-
siology and Director of Obstetric 
Education at the University of 
Mississippi Medical Center, Dr. 
Mason-Bolden has opportunities 
to infl uence medical students and 
resident physicians while manag-
ing her profession and conducting 

research. It’s a busy life, but she 
wouldn’t have it any other way.
“I regularly help educate physi-

cians-in-training, thereby direct-
ly impacting the perpetuation of 
quality anesthetic care in the state 
of Mississippi,” she said. “I have 
edited a major textbook of obstet-
ric anesthesia and written several 
articles in peer-reviewed journals. 
I also have played various roles 
on a myriad of clinical investiga-
tions.”
While owning her role as a phy-

sician-teacher-educator-mentor, 

Dr. Mason-Bolden is also fully 
aware of how the physician’s role 
is ever expanding. Rather than 
shy away from this trend, she is 
dedicated to keeping current.
“In this era of modern day med-

icine, the role of the physician 
must also encompass business 
concepts, given that healthcare 
reform and improved access to 
healthcare are forefront in the 
minds of many,” Dr. Mason-Bold-
en said. “More than ever, the phy-
sician must be cognizant of both 
best medical practices as well as 
wise business and practice man-
agement decisions as our nation 
struggles to navigate the econom-
ics of health care. For these rea-
sons, I am proud to be a graduate 
of the academy.”
By placing no limits on her-

self, Dr. Mason-Bolden hopes 
to continue to grow as a physi-
cian and an educator, as well as 
a servant leader. A participant in 
several community organizations, 
she and her husband, State Farm 
Agent and former Canton Mayor 
Arnel Bolden, and daughter Ari-
Elle Grace are members of Can-
ton United Methodist Church, 
where she is the pianist.

Special to The Canton News

Pictured are Wlliam Grantham, MD past President of the Mississippi State Medical Associ-
ation presenting the award to LaToya Mason-Bolden, MD.
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Supporting Investors

Patron Investors

Key Investors

100 Depot Drive
Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-5816
www.canton-mississippi.com
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President
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Ribbon CuttingRibbon Cutting

Dan and Michelle Myers are the owners, and this is their 
seventh store. The Canton Chamber of Commerce recently 
held a ribbon cutting ceremony on August 16, for the 
newly renovated Save A Lot grocery store. During the 
grand opening celebration, Save A Lot o�cials o�ered 
$20.00 coupons to the �rst 100 shoppers of the morning. 
The store also gave away free drinks and food to the com-
munity and city leaders and held a drawing for a grand 
prize of a 55” TV. Save A Lot is located at 1050 E. Peace St, 
and is open from 7:00 am to 9:00 pm daily.

Canton Chamber works 
to bring Waitr to Canton.

Restaurants, please contant the Chamber if you are 
interested in meeting with Waitr to learn more about 
how your business can participate with Waitr. 
 
Canton Residents:  Please go to the Chamber website to 
sign the petition to bring Watir to town.  Form is on the 
Home Page.  www.Canton-Mississippi.com

New Website Feature, 
Members in the News!

If you or one of your co-workers is featured in any news 
outlet, company publication, etc, please send us the info 
so we can share on Facebook and our Website.  Click on 
"MORE" on our website to see "Members in the News!"
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Accepts all Insurance, Medicaid, CHIPS

Goodloe Dental
Erika C. Goodloe, DMD
1207 Peace Street 
601.859.9595

Routine Cleaning
Exams
Extractions
Fillings/Restorations
Crowns
Emergency Dental Care

Adults/Children

Family Dentistry in Canton for 14 Years

Monday-Thursday 
9:00 - 5:00 
Friday 
9:00 - 12:00 
Office Hours 
by Appointment

Hours:
Walk-ins Welcome

Services:

CANTON ACADEMY

SENIORS!
www.CantonAcademy.org

Let’s have a great year,

MS National Guard announces Free Tuition Program
Special to The Canton News

Mississippi State University and 
the Mississippi National Guard 
announced a new program recent-
ly that will ensure free tuition for 
Mississippi National Guard ser-
vice members enrolled full-time 
at MSU.
MSU President Mark E. Keenum 

and Maj. Gen. Janson D. “Durr” 
Boyles, Adjutant General of Mis-
sissippi, both signed a memoran-
dum of agreement establishing 
the Bulldog Free Tuition program 
during a ceremony at MSU’s G.V. 
“Sonny” Montgomery Center for 
America’s Veterans at Nusz Hall. 
The Bulldog Free Tuition Pro-
gram builds on current National 
Guard education benefits to create 
a unique opportunity for eligible 
Mississippi Air and Army National 
Guard service members.
“Readiness is our force’s top pri-

ority and this tuition program will 
help to attract personnel who will 
staff our future state and federal 
missions,” Boyles said. “The stu-
dents receiving this tuition ben-
efit will contribute tremendously 
towards our preparedness and be 
among those ready to answer the 

call during state emergencies and 
overseas contingency operations.”
“We have a long, proud history 

as one of the nation’s most mili-
tary-friendly college campuses,” 
Keenum said. “Among our alumni 
are the late U.S. Sen. John C. Sten-
nis, father of the modern nuclear 
Navy, and the late U.S. Rep. G.V. 
“Sonny” Montgomery, author of 
the modern G.I. Bill. This inno-
vative tuition program we launch 
today with the Mississippi Nation-
al Guard continues MSU’s pro-sol-
dier legacy and directly invests in 
those brave, bright men and wom-
en who serve and protect our great 
nation.”
Over 12,000 service members 

are in the Mississippi Army and 
Air National Guard’s ranks. For 

the Guard, higher education is a 
critical component of efforts to 
improve service members’ ability 
to solve complex problems at home 
and abroad. While the National 
Guard has a beneficial tuition pro-
gram for eligible service members 
at all Mississippi colleges and uni-
versities,  MSU  support through 
the Bulldog Free Tuition program 
will make MSU the only state uni-
versity where Mississippi National 
Guard soldiers can attend college 
without paying tuition.
To be eligible for the Bulldog Free 

Tuition program, service members 
must be full-time undergraduate 
students, in good standing with 
their unit and cannot be within a 
year of their expiration of term of 
service.

Through its Montgomery Center 
for America’s Veterans and univer-
sity faculty and staff,  MSU  sup-
ports National Guard service 
members as they navigate classes, 
basic training, drill and deploy-
ments. Approximately 650 U.S. 
Armed Forces veterans and ser-
vice members attend MSU, a pop-
ulation that increases to more than 
2,600 when including dependents.
MSU  is nationally recognized 

for its support of veterans, service 
members and their dependents. In 
2015,  MSU  was designated as a 
“Purple Heart University” by the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart 
for its support of the military com-
munity. For more on  MSU’s ser-
vices available to veterans, service 
members and their dependents, 
visit www.veterans.msstate.edu.
The Mississippi National Guard 

is a relevant and ready force that 
stands ready to deploy for any con-
tingency in Mississippi and over-
seas. Since 9/11, the force has one 
Silver Star recipient and approxi-
mately 1,400 Bronze Stars have 
been awarded to its Soldiers and 
Airmen. For more information, 
contact Col. Rodney Harris at 601-
313-6215.

Special to The Canton News
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601.748.4870    1888 E. Lincoln Road, Brookhaven

Take a FUN day-trip  
and come 

see our large selection!     

We receive visitors from all across the USA. Come see us!
Fabrics - Notions -  Quilting -  Thread -  Patterns -  and more!

www.cantonnews.net
Contact us about ad space

SEE MORE OF YOUR
HOMETOWN ONLINE!

Merit Health Madison gets 
Beautiful Business Award

Merit Health Madison, located on 
River Oaks Drive in Canton, was 
recently selected as the fi rst win-
ner of Canton’s Beautiful Busi-
ness Award. The award, voted on 
by volunteer members of Keep 
Canton Beautiful, the Canton Gar-
den Club and Canton Tourism, is 
designed to recognize a business 
within the city limits of Canton 
that “goes the extra mile” for exte-
rior beautifi cation.
“Merit Health Madison is proud 

to receive this inaugural award 
from Keep Canton Beautiful,” said 
Merit Health Madison CEO Brit 
Phelps. “As the only hospital in the 
county, conveniently located right 
here in Canton, we are happy to do 
our part in ensuring our communi-
ty is aesthetically pleasing to our 
patients and their families. And, 
as always, remember we are close 

Special to The Canton News by and ready to care for you and 
yours, should the need arise.” 
Members of the award committee 

presented Phelps with signage and 
a locally grown fl oral arrangement.  
 Merit Health Madison is a 

full-service facility that also in-
cludes emergency care services for 
everything from cuts and broken 
bones to life-threatening condi-
tions such as heart attack or stroke.
Community members are en-

couraged to nominate businesses 
for the Beautiful Business Award. 
Forms for the next round of nom-
inations are available at www.
cantontourism.com. Any business 
in the city limits of Canton can be 
nominated, and the winner will be 
chosen based on criteria that in-
clude curb appeal, landscaping and 
façade. The committee will also 
take into consideration if there 
have been any recent upgrades to 
the business. 

Merit Health Madison was recently honored with the inaugural Canton’s Beautiful Business 
Award.

Photo by  Jud Meaders

Madison County Justice Court 
Judge, Bruce McKinley, announc-
es his candidacy for Circuit Court 

Judge for 
Madison and 
Rankin Coun-
ties.  Judge 
M c K i n l e y 
has served as 
Justice Court 
Judge since 
2011, being 
unopposed in 

2015.
Judge McKinley has presided 

over thousands of civil and crim-
inal cases, including pre-indict-
ment felony cases.  As a prac-
ticing attorney for thirty-seven 
years, McKinley has represented 
clients across the state in Fed-
eral, Circuit, Chancery, Justice 
and Appellate Courts.  McKinley 
is former General Counsel and 
Hearing Examiner for the Missis-
sippi Public Service Commission 
and is a Financial Industry Reg-
ulatory Authority Arbitrator.  For 
thirteen years, Judge McKinley 
has served on the National Asso-

McKinley announces run
for Circuit Court Judge

ciation of Regulatory Commis-
sioners’ staff sub-committee on 
law and is a past president of The 
National Regulatory Attorneys 
Conference.
Judge McKinley is a graduate of 

Millsaps College and the Univer-
sity of Mississippi School of Law.  
He is married to the former Mel-
anie E. May, and is the father of 
fi ve children and has one grand-
child.   The family is active in 
St. Columb’s Episcopal Church, 
where MrKinley serves on the 
vestry.
Judge McKinley has served 

on the Board of Directors of the 
Central Mississippi Planning and 
Development District and on the 
Board of Directors of the Magno-
lia Speech School.  He is a former 
Chairman of the Mississippi Dual 
Party Relay System Advisory 
Committee and is former Legal 
Advisor for the Jackson Jaycees.
Judge McKinley feels that his 

seven years service as a Judge, 
plus his thirty-seven years of di-
versifi ed practice as an attorney, 
have uniquely prepared him to 
serve as Circuit Judge of Madison 
and Rankin Counties.

By Bruce McKinley

Special to The Canton News

Join Us for Easter 
Services on 

Sunday, April 16 at 
8:00a.m. & 10:15a.m.

Special Breakfast at 
9a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

 
He is Risen

Sunday Small Groups

Morning Worship

10:15 a.m.

Wednesday Nights
6:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Children & Youth Activities
Choir Rehersal

8:00 a.m. 

9:00 a.m. 
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Special to The Canton News

both urban and rural, that often 
are neglected,” said Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful President and CEO 
Helen Lowman. “Our network 
of affi liates has been particularly 
creative in using these grassroots 
grants to develop and deliver pro-
grams that embrace their commu-
nity members, while transforming 
often neglected public spaces into 
beautiful places.”
“The best way to keep up with 

this project and others is to like 
our Keep Canton Beautiful Face-
book page,” says Dodson, “Once 
all of the architectural plans are 
fi nalized for this area, we will cer-
tainly need volunteers to help us 
bring the vision to life! The City 
of Canton has already approved 
the land to be used and the loca-
tion chosen will be easy to access 
from the historic Hollow and the 
Square. We hope this area will 
serve not only its literal intentions 
but possibly be a catalyst that en-
courages others in various ways.”
“At Lowe’s, we want to help 

people love where they live in the 
communities where our employ-

Keep America Beautiful, the na-
tion’s iconic community improve-
ment nonprofi t organization, 
recently announced the organi-
zation is providing Keep Canton 
Beautiful with a $10,000 grant 
as part of the 2018 Keep Ameri-
ca Beautiful/Lowe’s Community 
Partners Grant Program.
The 2018 Keep America Beau-

tiful/Lowe’s Community Part-
ners Grant Program engages local 
volunteers, working alongside 
Lowe’s Heroes volunteers, to take 
action on projects that focus on 
critical, local needs.
Keep Canton Beautiful’s grant 

will help to build a natural out-
door learning area that can be 
utilized by schools, youth groups, 
churches, or just simply act as re-
laxing place to read a book and 
enjoy the outdoors. This area will 
also include several raised garden 
beds, which will feature herbs, 
vegetables, pollinators, and cut 
fl owers. 
“I am beyond excited about this 

project and extremely grateful for 
companies like Lowe’s and Keep 
America Beautiful, who make it a 
priority to give back in their com-
munities. This grant will positive-
ly impact the entire City of Can-
ton for generations to come,” said 
Joy Dodson, the director of Keep 
Canton Beautiful. 
In addition, Lowe’s is supporting 

more than forty other Keep Amer-
ica Beautiful grant-funded com-
munity service projects in 2018 
as well as Keep America Beau-
tiful’s Great American Cleanup. 
Since the partnership began in 
2011, Lowe’s has contributed 
nearly $8 million, with more than 
2,100 Lowe’s Heroes volunteers 
helping Keep America Beautiful 
improve local communities. 
“These targeted grant projects 

will provide signifi cant bene-
fi ts in many areas of the country, 

ees and customers live and work,” 
said Julie Yenichek, Lowe’s di-
rector of community relations. 
“Our commitment to commu-
nity investment doesn’t stop at 
charitable giving. We’re proud 
of our Lowe’s Heroes volunteer 
involvement and the difference 
they have made nationwide. Lov-
ing where you live extends be-
yond walls and fences, and we 
applaud Keep America Beauti-
ful’s vision.”
Lowe’s, a FORTUNE® 50 home 

improvement company, has a 60-
year legacy of supporting the 
communities it serves through 
programs that focus on K-12 
public education and community 
improvement projects. In the past 
decade, Lowe’s and the Lowe’s 
Charitable and Educational Foun-
dation together have contributed 
nearly $300 million to these ef-
forts, and for more than two de-
cades Lowe’s Heroes volunteers 
have donated their time to make 
our communities better places 
to live. For the latest news, visit 
Newsroom.Lowes.com or follow 

@LowesMedia on Twitter.
Keep America Beautiful, the 

nation’s iconic community im-
provement nonprofi t organiza-
tion, inspires and educates people 
to take action every day to im-
prove and beautify their commu-
nity environment. Celebrating its 
65th Anniversary in 2018, Keep 
America Beautiful strives to End 
Littering, Improve Recycling and 
Beautify America’s Communi-
ties. Behavior change – steeped 
in education, research and be-
havioral science – is our corner-
stone. We empower generations 
of community stewards to deliver 
measurable environmental, eco-
nomic and social benefi ts. The 
organization is driven by more 
than 600 state and local affi li-
ates, millions of volunteers, and 
the collaborative support of cor-
porate partners, social and civic 
service organizations, academia, 
municipalities, elected offi cials, 
and individuals. Join us on Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter and 
YouTube. Donate and take action 
at kab.org. 

KCB awarded with Community Improvement Grant

Special to The Canton News

Connect 
with us on our 
facebook

page cantonnews

GET SOCIAL
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First Presbyterian 
Church

202 East Peace Street 
Canton, MS 39046

601-859-4738

Sunday Service  10:30 a.m.
Sunday School  9:30 a.m.

m m

Weekly Worship 
      Schedule

area for large events, participa-
tory media centers with a high 
focus on technology, computer 
labs, and support spaces for spe-
cial education, art and music.
The updated facilities also help 

improve safety, security and ac-
cessibility. Students say they 

feel inspired to achieve as they 
prepare to compete globally for 
twenty-fi rst century jobs, and 
district offi cials say that the new 
schools are an integral part of 
the district plan for “Elevating 
Minds and Empowering Possi-
bilities.”

Canton celebrates opening of two new schools 
cont. from front page

All photos Special to The Canton News
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                   CANTON 

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com
(601) 859-3827
726 East Peace Street

DISCOUNT DRUGS

Special to The Canton News

Rev. Alvin Doyle, Pastor
Marcus Peagler, Music Director

Sunday School 
9:00 a.m.

Worship
10:15 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.

Discipleship Training
5:00 p.m.

Midweek Service
6:00 p.m.

Come join us!

Center Terrace Baptist Church
Canton, Mississippi

605 East Peace Street  | 601-859-4186

Recently, I attended a funeral of 
a very special lady by the name of 

Alana Rush-
ing Weston. 
I fi rst met 
Alana and 
the Rushings 
at Morrison 
Heights Bap-
tist Church 
in 1989. Ala-
na was in 
high school 
at Clinton 

High School and was very active 
in the student ministry there. The 
youth minister at the time was Hal 
Kitchings, who is my long-time 

friend and mentor to this day. It 
was through Hal that he offered 
me the opportunity to serve in my 
very fi rst offi cial youth ministry 
position as the Student Ministry 
Apprentice. Through my years of 
working at Morrison Heights, I 
was able to develop a relationship 
with Alana and her family. Let me 
tell you, they are, “one of a kind,” 
meaning they are, “very Godly” 
and some of the “greatest people I 
have ever met in ministry.” 
The wonderful lady, Alana, 

went home to be with the Lord 
on August 13, 2018 after a four 
year battle with breast cancer. She 
left behind a wonderful husband, 
Wade, and two children, Loni and 
Lucas. I would invite you to look 

By Guest Columnist Pastor Guy Odom,
First Baptist Canton

Special to The Canton News

up her Facebook page to see what 
kind of legacy she leaves behind. I 
do not have enough words to write 
in this article, for it would take a 
whole page and then some. But, 
I share with you her last words 
before going home, “May these 
words capture all of our hearts to 
impact other’s lives for the king-
dom.” 
Her parting words before dozing 

off: “Watch your words and actions 
towards other people. Don’t take 
your bad day out on others. People 
are fi ghting battles that are unseen. 
Your words can build or destroy. 
At the end of the day, you can be 
the difference between making 
someone feel special or making 
someone feel discarded. Be the dif-

ference in their life. Be the Light. 
You have no idea how dark their 
day might be.” 
Be the Difference; Be the Light.
- Pastor Guy 

EDITOR’S NOTE: Guy Odom 
has been pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Canton since 2012. He 
and his wife, Tommi, have two 
sons, Ely and Cy. He is originally 
from Vicksburg.

It’s your community.

Bring home the savings,
along with excellent

service. See why we are
The Nation’s #1 home

and auto insurer
CALL OR STOP BY TODAY FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE!

601-859-8554
www.arnelbolden.com 

Arnel D. Bolden, Agent

Learn from others’ legacies: Be the difference


