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Canton has strict mandates for Christmas Festival

By Lori Lycette

The City of Canton has imposed strict
mandates that must be followed by all
attendees of the 2020 Canton Victorian
Christmas. The mandates have been is-
sued to protect the health and welfare
of the citizens of Canton, as well as all
visitors, to mitigate and/or reduce trans-
mission of COVID-19 and to make sure
this event is safe.

A policy of “No mask, no entry” will
be strictly enforced by the City. All who
are not wearing a mask will be hand-
ed one by security before entering the
Square, to be placed over the nose and
mouth.

Hand sanitizer will also be available at
all entry points to the Square.

Unlike last year, there will be no indoor
activities. Everything, including ticket
booths and visits with Santa, will take
place outdoors.

A Ferris wheel has been added to the
festival, but there will be no horse and
carriage this year. Every ride will be

sanitized after each rider exits, and the
City requires that each rider sanitizes
his/her hands before and after each ride.

Every vendor is required to wear a
mask and gloves.

Canton Mayor William Truly held a
recent press conference to specifical-
ly address the concerns and announce
the mandates and restrictions that have
been put in place for the festival.

“Let it be known to all who visit or in-
tend to visit Canton’s nationally recog-
nized Victorian Christmas Festival, lo-
cated on Canton’s Historic Square, shall
not be able to enter the square without
a mask. The mask must be worn to
cover the visitor’s mouth and nose. All
who do not have a mask shall be given
a mask by security before entering the
square. The City of Canton imposes this
No Mask No Entry policy to parallel
the Victorian Christmas to protect the
health and welfare of our citizens and
the health and welfare of our visitors,
to mitigate and or reduce transmissibil-
ity or spread and to make sure that this

Courthouse Square during festival

event is safe,” stated Mayor Truly.

“I wish to thank all the citizens and all
the visitors for coming to our communi-
ty for the purpose of visiting the Victo-
rian Christmas Festival. I wish to thank

Photo by Lori Lycette

our community for wearing a mask. |
wish to thank our visitors for wearing a
mask as they visit our beautiful Christ-
mas Festival,” added Truly.

cont. on page 2

Amazon to create 1000+ jobs in Canton, Mississippi

Special to The Canton News

Amazon plans to launch a new, state-
of-the-art fulfillment center in Madison
County, creating more than 1,000 new,
full-time jobs, with industry-leading pay
and comprehensive benefits, which begin
on day one of employment.

The third fulfillment center in Missis-
sippi will be part of the Madison Coun-
ty Mega Site, located at the intersection
of the Nissan Parkway and Highway 22,
and will be the first Amazon facility in the
state to feature their innovative robotics
technology.

Amazon not only pays its employees a
minimum of $15 per hour, but the com-
pany also offers full-time employees full
medical, vision and dental insurance, as
well as a 401(k) plan with a 50 percent
match, which starts on the first day of em-
ployment.

The company also offers up to twen-
ty weeks of maternal and paternal paid

leave and innovative benefits such as
Leave Share and Ramp Back, which are
programs designed to give new parents
flexibility with supporting their growing
families.

Safety and health of all employees is

ularity the City of Canton. I am quite sure
that many of our citizens here in Canton
are concerned about job availability and
opportunity. My responsibility is to make
available as many jobs as possible, skill
and unskilled, for the citizens of Canton.

very important
to Amazon, and
millions of dol-
lars have been
invested in order
to provide a safe
workplace.
Mississippi’s

amaZon

It is also my
responsibility
as the Mayor
of the City of
Canton to cre-
ate a mutual
and reciprocal
relationship

first ~Amazon

facility was launched in Byhalia in 2019,
with the most recent in Olive Branch this
past August.

“The City of Canton is ecstatic as it re-
lates to a top tier Economic Development
Project, Amazon, that is nationally and in-
ternationally known. We are grateful that
Amazon decided to settle in the State of
Miississippi, Madison County and partic-

that  benefits
this community as well as Amazon. I do
not think that Amazon could have chosen
a better home to anchor, the City of Can-
ton,” said Canton Mayor William Truly
Je, M.D.

“The fact that Amazon has chosen to
invest in Mississippi again is a testament
to the unmatched work ethic and dedi-
cation Mississippians exhibit each day,”

said Gov. Tate Reeves. “We are well-po-
sitioned to be a leader in logistics, and I
want to thank the leadership in Madison
County and at Amazon for bringing more
than 1,000 jobs to the area.”

The 700,000 square-foot facility is on
track to stand at least four stories tall and
will house the majority of the sortable
goods such as electronics, books and toys,
that are typically sold by Amazon. With
the most efficient way of meeting cus-
tomer demand in mind, robots will work
alongside associates to fulfill orders and
meet customer demand more efficiently.

“Mississippi is a great state for business
and gives us the opportunity to better
serve our customers in the region,” said
Alicia Boler Davis, Amazon’s vice pres-
ident of global customer fulfillment. “We
are excited for our future in the magnolia
state and for what this means for our cus-
tomers as we continue to grow. We’d also
like to thank local and state leaders for

cont. on page 12
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Courthouse Square

The Christmas Festival takes place
from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. nightly through
December 23.

Back this year is the interactive
Christmas Village, which is designed
to allow children to take home their
memories from the Canton Christmas
festival while creating special memo-
ries with the characters.

Additional festival highlights include
Mrs. Claus’ Story Time from her front

B CANTON'NEWS
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porch. She has a new front railing, so
she can blow kisses to the children and
hug them from afar. Princesses and su-
perheroes will also be reading stories
from her porch, from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
nightly.

The old-fashioned carousel, along
with the bungee jump, sky race and the
brand-new addition of a Ferris wheel,
are all perched on the Courthouse
lawn, waiting for eager little riders.

R

Mrs. Claus’ front porch

As always, there are several food
vendors available to supply a meal or
simply a snack.

Throughout the month, several mer-
chants around the Square will have
extended holiday hours and will offer
a respite from the hectic, big-box-store
experience. Shoppers can stroll the
sidewalks and enjoy the season, im-
mersed in lights and holiday music, as
they pop into gift shops, vintage stores

hristmas Festival

)
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and boutiques for unique items, spe-
cial sales and samples.

This year, the annual Sip’n Cider, a
friendly competition amongst the mer-
chants, will take place in front of each
participating business, from 4 p.m. to 9
p-m. on December 11.

For more information about the festi-
val, follow the Canton Tourism Face-
book page or call the Tourism office at
601-859-1307.
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Total average savings of $865*
Let me show you how combining
home and auto policies can really

add up. Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.”
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Canton residents salute Syracuse freshman JaCobian Morgan

By Andy Kanengiser

Plenty of Canton High Tigers fans
are cheering for JaCobian Morgan’s
success as a Syracuse quarterback.

In his first season with the Syracuse
Orange, the talented 6’4 freshman
is showing why he was such a high-
ly  recruit-
ed prospect.
He’s ad-
vanced as the
No. 2 quar-
terback  for
the Orange
under Coach
Dino Babers
this fall.

Support-
ers from his
hometown
in Madison
County enjoy
watching No.
15 take snaps
on national
TV  broad-

casts. Syr- (Above) JaCobian Morgan throwing a pass for

acuse  plays Syracuse.

ACC rivals

like Clemson,

Boston College, Louisville and No-
tre Dame, with lots of Mississippi-
ans tuning in.

“I’ve watched every game so far,”
says Canton High head football
coach Calvin Bolton. “It’s great to
see your kids playing. This is huge
for the City of Canton. It gives kids
some hope to make a better life.”

Morgan isn’t just performing well
as a college football player. The
203-pounder is nailing top grades as
a health and exercise science major.

As late November rolled into De-
cember, Morgan says he is adjust-
ing to life in the Empire State, more
than 1,200 miles away from Canton.

“He’s mostly concentrating on
the playbook,” Coach Bolton said.
“As a student, he’s doing well in
school.”

They talk by phone every week.

It’s been a rough rebuilding year
for Syracuse amid COVID-19 chal-
lenges and a blitz of roster changes.
But Morgan shows he belongs to
this Power 5 team.

“It’s a blessing to play at this lev-
el in his first year,” Bolton added.
“Hopefully, he can continue to get
better each week.”

Morgan shined as a Canton High

senior. He threw for 2,487 yards and
accounted for thirty touchdowns
(twenty-seven passing and three
rushing). He led the Tigers to a 7-4
record last fall.

The son of Cody Morgan and Sha-
leria Terrell, JaCobian was rated
America’s No. 77 pro-style quar-
terback in the
Class of 2020.
The outstanding
student-athlete
played  small
forward for the
Canton basket-
ball team for
three seasons.
Turning nine-
teen on Febru-
ary 2, Morgan
is the focus for
Canton resi-
dents when Syr-
acuse suits up
at the Carrier
Dome or on the
road.
Representative

Special to The Canton News

Special to The Canton News

JaCobian Morgan scoring a touchdown.

Edward Blackmon, Jr. and his wife,
Senator Barbara Blackmon, are
huge fans of the young man from
their hometown.

“JaCobian stands 6°4”, is athletic,
has a strong arm and is intellectually
gifted,” says Blackmon, an attorney
and star athlete back in the day in
Canton. “He has all the tools needed
for a Power Five Conference school
looking for a pro-style pocket pass-
er for its offense.”

Morgan brings other valuable
skills to the table.

“Most describe him as a leader
among his peers,”” Blackmon said.

Morgan received significant play-
ing time early on, as Syracuse
struggled with a 1-8 record. The
Canton resident was “thrown into
the fire within months of his arrival
at Syracuse due to a series of cir-
cumstances,” Blackmon said. The
Mississippian started at quarterback
as Syracuse faced the University of
Louisville Cardinals on November
20. It was a 30 to 0 setback for the
Orange, but his future shines bright.

“No matter the outcome of the
[Louisville] game, JaCobian has ac-
quitted himself, his family, friends
and the City of Canton, Mississippi,
well. We are all now, for the next
four years, Syracuse Orange,” Ed-
ward Blackmon said.

Longtime Canton resident Steve
Dickson also dished out praise for
Morgan.

“We’re so excited to be cheering
for this fine young man,” says Dick-
son, a local businessman. “While I
haven’t met him yet, I know people
who are as proud of his off-field ac-
complishments as they are of those
on the field. Canton always cele-
brates our hometown success sto-
ries, and we’re proud to add JaCo-
bian to the list.”

Morgan is among several Canton
High products getting noticed. A ju-
nior transfer from Copiah-Lincoln
Community College, junior Antoine
Robinson plays receiver for the
Southern Miss football team.

Damien Lewis, a 2016 Canton
High alum, played football for the
LSU Tigers, last season’s nation-
al champs. Chosen the 69th over-
all pick in the NFL draft, Lewis,
23, wears No. 68 as an offensive
guard for the Seattle Seahawks. The
333-pound rookie opened the 2020
season against the Atlanta Falcons,
then tackled the New England Patri-
ots and the Dallas Cowboys.

As a result, Coach Calvin Bolton
follows Damien and the Seattle Se-
ahawks on TV. In a few years, the
Canton Tigers head coach hopes to
watch JaCobian Morgan playing on
Sundays, too, in the NFL.

For more information on Syracuse
football, including press confer-
ences, visit www.youtube.com/syr-
acuseorange.
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ents receive Chromebooks

All photos Special to The Canton News

The wait is finally over. Canton Public Schools’ Chromebooks arrived and have been
distributed to every student. The students now have updated devices to help them
continue to overcome any challenges they have faced while learning virtually during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

CPSD students say they are excited about receiving updated devices, so they can
continue to excel in school. Parents say they are elated and thankful that their
scholars will continue to stay safe while learning virtually.

The devices were funded through MDE’s Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic
Security (CARES) Act.
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High speed internet
with no contracts!!

Plans starting at 49.99 per
month with no overages!!

WWW.NETSPEEDMS.COM
601-859-3433

OZBORN SELF STORAGE, LLC

Locally Owned & Operated Since 1985

~Qly o Electronic
Gate Access
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Lighted
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Canton, MS 39046
601-859-3433
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CAMS lends helplng hand to the communlty

Special to The Canton News

CAMS Community Develop-
ment Corporation (CAMS) is a
non-profit organization in Canton
that I‘t))egan in 2017. The goal of
CAMS is to serve as a one-stop
community resource, education
and training center for the citizens
of Canton.

CAMS was created to work with |

individuals and families to help

returned to work.

“When COVID-19 hit,” contin-
ued Smith, “kids were forced to
attend school remotely, and we
recognized the need to su dpport the
parents, grandparents, and caregiv-
ers who still had to work full-time,

alleviate the economic and social |

challenges they often encounter in ':_ :

their daily lives. The organization
serves as a catalyst to bridge the
1tg)ap that exists in the disconnect

etween service providers, educa-

tional and workforce development

entities and needs of the citizens.
“We believe in the beauty of our
1Eeople and our city and want to
them create a better quality
of life that extend throughout gen-
erations,” said Executive Director
Shanika Smith. “Our non-prof-
it organization is led by a team
of passionate board of directors,
skilled staff members and commu-
nity partners who have the vision
and plan to help aid and guide our
citizens in achieving their goals
and aspirations.”
The Center serves as a virtual
learning site for kids whose par-
ents needed assistance while they

Special to The Canton News

Madison Middle School seventh-grader Cameron
Bilbrew

or whose child(ren) did not have
reliable internet service to stay
connected to their coursework.”

Students are monitored in a so-
cially distanced classroom setting
with fast WiFi and without inter-
ruption. For students who need
extra support, the classroom mon-
itors are readily available to assist
them.

“We want to help the community
in any way we can,” added Smith.
“This year, we knew a lot of fami-
lies wouldn’t be participating in the

Special to The Canton News

Obama Magnet IB Elementary School
third-grader Kyle Paige

Special to The Canton News

Obama Magnet IB Elementary School
third-grader Kason Paige

traditional trick-or-treat festivities,
so we set up a drive-thru harvest

festival, to pass out a goodie bag
filled with candy, hot § ogs, chips
and juice. Due to a donation from
the Ilocal Piggly Wiggly, we were
able to provide over one-hundred
treat bags for the community.”

This month, CAMS plans to be-
gin conducting listening sessions
throughout the community to
identify needs and ways in which
they can better serve the citizens of
Canton.

CAMS will also be providing a
financial literacy program for the
youth and a Woﬂ}zforce develop-
ment program to help prepare lo-
cal citizens to take advantage of
training and educational opportu-
nities that will lead to sustainable
f;rfrlployment and a better quality of
ife.

“We realize we cannot achieve
our goal of helping our citizens in
a meaningful and impactful way
without the participation and sup-
port of our community. We wel-
come volunteers and donations of
any kind in carrying out these ini-

tiatives,” said Smith. o
Registration is open at this time.
For more information about

CAMS Community Development
Organization, including how to
register, volunteer or donate, call
601-859-3752 or visit www.cam-
scdc.com.

Canton named Most Festive
Town in MS by travel website

Special to The Canton News

Canton was recently named
the Most Festive Christmas Town
in Mississippi by Trips to Discov-

and make reindeer food, ensuring
Santa’s team will be fueled for
their journey. Enjoy horse and bug-
gy rides, a carousel and story-time

er, a popular digital travel with Mrs.
magazine with a monthly Claus
readership of too.”
over 1.6 mil- TRIPS®DISCOVER EGH
lion people. year, mil-
The mag- lions of
azine  said people use
of Canton, the website
“During the tripstodis-
holidays, cover.com to
Canton, discover and
Mississip- plan visits to
pi’s 200,000 new destina-
sparkhng tions, hotels
lights il- and attrac-
luminate tions. Trip-
the historic sToDiscover
Courthouse |FEcENE: =T REEE e S i R is on its way
Square. to becoming

There are an-

imated holiday displays and lots
of activities for the kids. They can
enjoy an interactive Christmas vil-
lage with the chance to become a
“certified elf,” roast marshmallows

Special to The Canton News  the #1 travel
discovery platform. Their mission
is to inspire people to travel more,
to turn daydreamers into fanatical
travelers and to help make the next
dream trip a reality.
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Mini Dental Implants can secure your denture
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the same day

@ Half the cost of traditional implants
® Never use adhesives again

FREE CONSULTATION,
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Grace Episcopal Church still ministers to Canton

By Guest Columnist Beth Foose

In 2013, parishioner Jim Ladner
came to me and said, “We need to
- ¢have a food min-

% istry here at Grace

| 5§ Church!” T agreed

2and asked him to
£ do the research.

% Ladner found out
about an Episco-
pal church in Al-
abama that was
verend Bt doing a beans and

s e rice ministry, and

Network. we decided to fol-

low their model. We bought beans and

rice in bulk, and volunteers gathered
to put the beans and rice in smaller
bags.

I wanted the ministry to be centered
around our worship space, so, on one
Saturday each month, people came
in the front door of the church and
received their beans and rice in the
chancel area. We had widespread par-
ish volunteer participation and a very
consistent group of recipients.

Jim didn’t stop doing research. Sev-
eral years later, he came to me and
said, “We need to join Mississippi
Food Network!”

Once again, | agreed and asked him
to contact them. The next thing I
knew, we were getting an inspection

Reverend Beth Foose with the

and attending a class on how to order
and keep records. That was in October
2016, and we have been growing ever
since.

As partners with Mississippi Food
Network, we are able to access USDA
food, as well as food donated from
corporate sources. We pick up food
weekly for our monthly distribution.
The staff at MFN has been very sup-
portive of our efforts.

The funding for our food pantry
comes from our Outreach budget and
from individual donations. First Meth-
odist Church, here in Canton, has a
monthly food collection for the pan-
try; Sacred Heart Catholic Church is
also a regular contributor toward our
efforts.

Parish Administrator Cecil Fox does
all the ordering and quite literally, all
the heavy lifting. He has carried ev-
ery box of food we have distributed at
least three times. He unloads the box-
es from the trucks of volunteers and
oversees the packing of our bags for
distribution...and he does it all with a
smile! He is amazing!

Parishioner Jackie Mockbee coor-
dinates a corps of volunteers from
other churches (First Presbyterian,
First Methodist, Sacred Heart Catho-
lic and First Baptist) who pick up the
food from MFN and bring it to Grace
Church. Pre-COVID, we had volun-

teers from those churches who also
helped with distribution of the food,
as well.

Jim Ladner’s research still didn’t
stop. In 2017, he came to me again
and said, “We need to be feeding chil-
dren!” And thus began our participa-
tion in the MFN sponsored Backpack
Program, which provides weekend
food for children who are at risk for
hunger when school lunches are not
available. Our first year, we took food
to Canton Elementary School. In sub-
sequent years, we have taken back-
packs to Goodloe Elementary School.

This past spring, we had an oppor-
tunity to receive boxes of fresh food
as part of a USDA COVID relief pro-
gram through MFN. Since we don’t
have a parking lot suitable for a large
truck, we partnered with Sacred Heart
Catholic Church to distribute the food.
The Sacred Heart Hispanic commu-
nity volunteered to help with hand-
ing out the food, and every week we
shared three hundred boxes of fresh
fruit and vegetables with the Canton
community.

COVID has re-shaped our ministry in
some ways. We no longer have people
come to the nave to register and pick
up their food. Instead, we give out the
food, along with cloth masks, in our
side yard. Thus far, we have given
away around 4,000 masks. Volunteers

cut the fabric, and then we send the
pieces to Gayle Ross in Brookhaven
and Paulette White in Madison, who
have made the majority of the masks.

Since some children have not been
receiving school lunches due to virtual
learning caused by COVID, we have
been distributing Backpack food with
the help of Tim White at Canton Es-
tates and the Hispanic community at
Sacred Heart.

The partnership with MFN has em-
powered us to expand the quantity and
variety of food we are able to offer to
the people of Canton. This is a minis-
try which is widely supported by the
parish, both financially and through
volunteering.

Since COVID, we have a very lim-
ited number of volunteers who pack
bags on the Wednesday before our
distribution on Thursday.

We distribute on the third Thursday
of every month from 10 a.m. until
12:30 p.m.

Our numbers have been gradually
increasing since March, and people
seem to be suffering from growing
food insecurity. We had our largest
numbers ever in November.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Reverend Beth
Foose is the Rector of Grace Episco-
pal Church in Canton.
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Church holds dedicatory

service, ribbon cutting
| (HARVESTOFHOPEJ_- m

CHRISTIAN CENTER

FWTRIch CM FLRISE
wiww, HarvestafHopehs cam

LB BBl .8 &

Harvest of Hope Christian Center and Campus, located at 3091 South Liberty Street

in Canton, recently celebrated their one-year anniversary with a dedication of the new FROM CHILDHOOD ASPIRATIONS TO A FULFILLING

church building to God and a ribbon cutting. After a dedicatory service of thanksgiving CAREER. Take the first step to an exciting nursing career. Visit -\ Me"t
and prayer, Pastor James Allen and First Lady Eyvette Allen cut the ribbon to the main MyMeritHealth.com or call our recruiter at 601.573.4254. Health
entrance, with members of the church and community looking on. A reception followed

inside.
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United Way, Foot Print Farms
promote healthy eating and literacy
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Madison County Go-0p &=

Fertilizer « Feed ¢ Seed ¢ Farm Supplies

323 West Fulton Street 7:30-5:00 M-F
601-859-1271 7:00-Noon Sat

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN
s#% CHURCH
202 EAST PEACE STREET

CANTON, MS 39046
601-859-4738

JOIN US ON FACEBOOK

FACEBOOK.COM/GROUPS/FIRSTPRESCANTONMS

WATCH ON YOUTUBE

All photos Special to The Canton News

The United Way of the Capital Area recently teamed up with Foot Print Farms in
Jackson and Mississippi Public Broadcasting (MPB) to help families in the Canton
community. They distributed bags packed with fresh fruits and vegetables and gave
away books to promote literacy to the families of students at Huey Porter Middle and
Goodloe Elementary Schools.
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Sulm’s Gifts is celebratlng thirty-five years

By Guest Columnist Joy Foy

In 2020, Canton has celebrat-

ed long-time industry, welcomed
enew retail and
< endured the
5§ COVID-19 pan-
jdemlc It is very
£ encouraging to

% end the year with

“this  successful

story of Sulm’s

Gifts on the
Joy Foy Square.

Erin Noble, the owner of Sulm’s
since 1985, has been a positive part
of the c1ty s economics for thir-
ty-five years! Erin learned the retail
business from the best. She was a
student of the trade as a teenager,
while wrapping gifts at both But-
tross and Saab’s Department stores.

She purchased her business from
longtime friend, Janet Dowdle, who
was the first to use the Sulm’s name
as a gift shop. Janet was known
for her shopping skills at market,
which requires knowledge of what
will sell in the upcoming season.

Erin honed that skill, along with
her natural decorating talents, and
always has surrounded herself with
talented staff members, which en-
sures that Sulm’s will have the
trending items that we will all

ecCl

“need” for our homes and gift-giv-
ing opportunities.
Through the years,
shopped
the Dallas
and Atlanta
markets and
really likes
the Missis-
sippi market
to scout for
the newest
trends in [
keeping her
stock  up-
to-date and
ever-chang-
ing. Er-
in’s  sales
staff n-
cludes Alix
Gowdy,

Noel Webb,
Flaine Co-
chran and
Frin’s  sis-
ters, Babs
Crosswhite
and Kar-
in Stewart.
They each
have their individual talents and ex-
pertise to help customers with gift
selections or home décor recom-
mendations.

Erin has

Erin Noble

Noel is a remarkable local artist,
and she paints the beautiful artwork
sold in the store.

In  years
gone by, Er-
mn’s mother,

Barbara,
could also
be found
helping out
in the store
on special
occasions.

Erin was
born in Ohio
but moved
to Canton
when  she
was in the
fifth grade.
Her  dad,
Dwight Fol-
lin, owned

proper-
ty and the
crop-flying
service on
Special to The Canton News the east side

of town.
John and
Erin No-

ble are parents to twins, Lacey and
Brooks, however, these twins are
all grown up now. Lacey and her
husl%;nd Chase Higbee, have given

the Nobles their first granddaughter,
Avery.

Merit Health asked Erin to open a
gift shop at the Canton hospital.

Erin said, “Merit Health has been a
good fit for me to expand my busi-
ness right here in Canton.”

Allison Spivey owns LaDiDa,
next door to Sulm’s, and says that
the cluster of their gift shops has en-
hanced her business.

Being a local girl and taking on op-
portunities to %\elp others explains
why Erin’s business has thrived on
the Square for all these years. The
people coming for the flea markets
and Christmas festivals flock to
Sulm’s for the unique gifts, unusual
decorating ideas and the adorable
gift wrapping.

For us locals, it would not feel like
Christmas without getting to go by
Sulm’s the weekend after Thanks-
giving to take advantage of Erin’s
annual Christmas sales while vis-
iting with neighbors and friends in
the Christmas atmosphere of the
store on the Square.

Sulm’s is a great resource for wed-
ding gifts, graduation favors or just
a gift for yourself year-round. How-
ever, it is the holidays that I most
value Sulm’s. Just a stop in the door
to visit and browse puts you “in the

cont. on page 14

*268 Units*
*MiniStorage Faci!itg*
*SPeciaI on 10 x 15 Units*
*regular|9 $85*

*20% off 3-month contract*
“10% off month-to-month*

Call *Kat* at (601) 859-7990
Office Hours: M-F 9-5 & Sat. 9-1

Gated Entry & SCcuritg Cameras
Management Lives on Site

109 Movietown Drive, Canton, MS
(off virlilia Road)

[LI -HAUL

AUTHORIZED DEALER

9th Annual

— the 2020 —

Hotiday Hustle Sk

Get your holiday season off to a healthy start at the annual
Holiday Hustle, a 5K trek through Canton, MS. Race proceeds
go to further academic excellence at Canton Academy.

December 9, 2020 6:00pm - Canton, MS

REGISTER: www.raceroster.com — Canton Academy
Holiday Hustle 5K Run/Walk
Post Race Activities: Food, music, and fellowship.

Awards will be given to the overall male and female Run and Walk winner and to
the overall top 3 male and female finishers in the Run and Walk for the following
age groups: 19 and under, 20 to 29, 30 to 39, 40 to 49, 50 to 59, 60 to 69, and 70+.

Special Award: Best Christmas Costume.

www.CANTON ACADEMY.org
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Special to The Canton News

Private First-Class Lane Martin and Sergeant Ronnie Welch

Special to The Canton News

During Veterans’ Day chapel at
Canton Academy, Sergeant Ron-
nie Welch spoke about the bene-
fits of becoming a part of the Mis-
sissippi Army National Guard and

all the career opportunities avail-
able. While on campus, Welch
presented Canton Academy with
a plaque to be hung at the school,
listing recent graduates who have
enlisted in the Mississippi Army
National Guard. 2020 CA gradu-

Special to The Canton News

USMC Veteran Travis Lambert speaking to elementary students

ate Lane Martin is listed first on
the pla%ue and was recognized
during the chapel service.

Marine Corps Veteran Sergeant
Travis Lambert spoke to CA ele-
mentary students at chapel about
his time in the military, which he

said he joined because his father
and grandfather both served, and
he wanted to serve his country, as
well. Lambert explained how they
are all in the army of God and had
some of his original gear there for
the students to see.

“WE SERVICE

SHELBY SMITH'S
TV & APPLIANCES

CANTON’S APPLIANCE HEADQUARTERS FOR 75 YEARS

WhrI[IPOCﬂ KitchenAid’ WAhi I“IpOOl

WHAT WE SELL"

AM AN A

HEATERS

FRONT & TOP LOADERS
IN STOCK NOW

ASK ABOUT OUR 5 YEAR WARRANTY
WE SERVICE TV’'S

Whirlpool
REFRIGERATORS
FROM $499

COME IN AND APPLY FOR YOUR
Wh_i(lﬁbol' CHARGE CARD TODAY,

NEW ACCOUNTS WELCOME

FREE 32" TV WITH PURCHASE OF
ANY COUCH/LOVESEAT PAIR
WITH THIS AD

WE CARRY PARTS AND SERVICE FOR Whirlpool

East Side of the Canton Square for 75 years!

e
HitchenAid

DISHWASHERS Whirlpool

AMANA MATAG AND HKitchenAid NATURAL GAS & LP
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Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy senior Kendall Calloway recently signed a softball scholarship with
Hinds Community College, with her parents and softball coaches looking on. Calloway
has been featured on WJTV Sports News for her pitching skills. She has been on the
school’s varsity team since the eighth grade and has been a significant contributor,
both as a pitcher and center fielder, for the Lady Panthers. Two seasons ago, she had
more than one-hundred strikeouts and finished last year with ninety-six. Head Coach
Chad Smith said that Calloway has an ERA of under two and a total of 117 strikeouts
so far this season. After the team lost their initial South State playoff game without her
in the circle, she threw fourteen straight innings with twenty-one strikeouts to help the
team earn a spot in the state tournament. Calloway is also a member of the National

Honor Society.

_ COUNTRY CLUB OF 183 Country Club Road

% TON - Canton, MS 39046

EST. 1923 : (601)859 1722 Ext. 1

}

BT
Country Club ) of Canton Memberships
PR - "5 ‘f“
FULL FAMILY MEMBERSHIP JUNIOR MEMBERSHIP + CART FEE
Includes Golf Carts, Range & all facilities Ages 21 to 35 years old.

reg. $214/ month sreci.od, eal $175/monkh  Cart Fee charged each time members plays
reg. $75/ month special deal $70/month
SENIOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

65 years & older OUT OF TOWN MEMBERSHIP

Includes Golf Carts, Range & all facilities Includes Golf Carts, Range & all facilities
reg. $164/ month special deal $135/month Must live outside a 30 mile radius or
30 minute drive. Determined by pro.

JUNIOR FAMILY MEMBERSHIP reg. $135/ month SPeCic\L deal $110/month
Ages 21 to 35 years old.
Includes Golf Carts, Range & all facilities FAMILY SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP

reg. $159/ month speciaL deal $130/month Includes use of all non-golf facilities.

reg. $80/ month special deal $70/month

Includes Range Balls for the family. Any Juniors under the age of 18 may play for free (walking). If Junior
under 18 has a drivers license, they may rent a cart for usual rate. All offers on 12 month contract. All new
MEMBERS must fill out Application & Auto Draft.

L oS S | W ] EH T

December.Specials
DECEMBER 19th - Christmas Scramble at 12p.m.
Christmas Party at 6 p.m. followed by Drawdown at 7 p.m.
EVERYGONE IS WELCGMEN

Looking for a Perfect Gift?
Get our Golfing Gift Certificate...$100 gets $150 credit
(Details available in the Pro Shop)

.  TUESDAY/ THURSDAY - Play all day for $31

‘@' JOIN NOW AND PAY NO DUES UNTIL MARCH!!!
= (Cart Fee Only)

at home

bottom
® Letthe sunshinein
o Invest in a smarter thermostat

® Weather-proof your windows

CMU WISHES YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS!

At CMU, we are always working to keep your utility rates the lowest in the area. Our rate payers have the
lowest electric, gas and water rates in the metro area, and we are proud to be your utility provider!

Energy Tips to Cut your Energy Bills This Winter

e The Dept. of Energy suggests turning back your thermostat 10 to 15 degrees when you are not

® If your front or back door has space between it and the floor, add weather stripping to the

Discover more at:
www.cmu.com
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Special to The Canton News

Canton Academy elementary students recently presented a program for Thanksgiving.
Students in K3, K4 and K5 (left photo) sang several songs and recited poems that all
relate to Thanksgiving. The sixth grade (right photo) played the handbells, and their
music teacher Mrs. Harris said she was super proud of them because they are learning

to read music.

cont. from front page

Amazon to create 1000+
jobs in Canton, Mississippi

their strong support in making this project
possible.”

The Mississippi Development Author-
ity is providing assistance for infrastruc-
ture needs, and Madison County is also
assisting with the project. The project
is being developed by Trammell Crow
Company.

“Amazon’s significant investment and
creation of 1,000 jobs in Madison Coun-
ty presents tremendous opportunity for
Central Mississippi and the entire state.
As a globally renowned leader in the
e-commerce and technology industries,
Amazon’s decision to locate a third ful-
fillment center in Mississippi places our
state in the world’s spotlight and lets other
industry leaders know we are a great place
for business,” said MDA Interim Director
John Rounsaville. “MDA appreciates the
hard work of the Madison County Eco-
nomic Development Authority and the
Madison County Board of Supervisors,
which has been instrumental in bringing
these new jobs to our great state.”

Amazon offers highly competitive pay,
benefits from day one, and training pro-

grams for in-demand jobs. The compa-
ny has also pledged to invest over $700
million to provide upskilling training for
100,000 U.S. employees for in-demand
jobs. These programs will help Amazoni-
ans from all backgrounds access training
to move into highly skilled roles across
the company’s corporate offices, tech
hubs, fulfillment centers, retail stores, and
transportation network, or pursue career
paths outside of Amazon.

Amazon’s fulfillment network supports
millions of businesses of all sizes world-
wide through its Fulfillment by Amazon
offering, and many of those local busi-
nesses are based in Mississippi. There are
more than 7,500 authors, small and me-
dium-sized businesses, and developers in
Mississippi growing their companies and
reaching new customers with Amazon
products and services.

Amazon conducts their own hiring
through their Amazon Jobs website and
will begin hiring six to eight weeks prior
to the start of production. September 2021
is the target start date, in time for the peak
Christmas shopping season next year.

© Copyright 2017 BankPlus.

iEee Member FDIC.

Friends of Children’s Hospital CheckCard
The Friends Card cost $12 per year, 100% of which is donated to Friends
BankPlus makes a donation to Friends each time the card is used

Available via instant issue

Since inception, the Friends CheckCard has raised over $1,000,000

Friends of Children’s Hospital supports
Batson Children’s Hospital, part of University
of Mississippi Health Care, Mi ippi’'s
ONLY hospital designed for the care and
treatment of sick or injured children.

*NOTE: All donations subject to change on
an annual basis.

Bank ius

BankPlus.net

Est. 1954

Barnett

PHILLIPS

Lumber & Home Center
One Stop Building Supply Store

515 West Fulton Street « Canton, MS 39046
(601) 859-2812 + (800) 844-9663 « Fax: (601) 859-1292
www.phillipslumber.com

Full Service
Lumber Yard
with Delivery
Capabilities

® Windows & Doors @ Insulation ® Drywall @ Yeti Coolers

® Moulding ® Owens Corning Shingles ® Paints ® Hardware
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Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

601-460-0256

FREE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

*Terms & Conditions Apply
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MCLS receives donation for Little Free Libraries

Special to The Canton News

The Madison County Library System
(MCLS) recently received a $5,000
donation from Atmos Energy to go to-
wards the purchase of books and mate-
rials for the Little Free Library (LFL)
project throughout Madison County.

A Little Free Library is a neighbor-
hood book exchange where every-
one is invited to take a book or share
a book. Founded by Todd H. Bol in
2009, the Little Free Library is a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization that inspires
a love of reading, builds communi-
ty and sparks creativity by fostering
neighborhood book exchanges around
the world.

Little Free Libraries is now one of the
world’s largest book-sharing move-
ments. These little libraries increase
book access, improve reading motiva-
tion and deepen community connec-
tions.

LFL has received recognition from
the Library of Congress, the Nation-
al Book Foundation and others for its
dedication to expanding book access
for all. There are 100,000 Little Free
Library book-sharing boxes world-
wide; through them, more than 165
million books have been shared.

When children grow up in book-
rich environments, literacy rates can
skyrocket. Access to books is cited as

the number-one predictor of a child’s

ability to thrive
in school. But
for many kids,
books are hard
to come by. Two
out of three chil-
dren living in
poverty have no
books of their
own.

Everyone de-
serves a book to
read. Little Free
Library’s Impact
Library Program
places neighbor-
hood bookshar-
ing boxes in areas
where books are
scarce. Thanks to
the generous do-
nation by Atmos,
little libraries full
of books can be
placed  where
they’re needed
most.

Four new little
libraries  have
been installed
so far, including

two in Canton: Thomton Chapel Unit-
ed Methodist Church, located at the

intersection of Way and Davis Cross-

Special to The Canton News

New libraries include, clockwise from top left:
New Truelight MB Church in Canton; Kerney
Park Community Center in Flora; North Place
neighborhood in Madison; and Thornton Chapel
United Methodist in Canton.

7733.

ing Roads, and New Truelight MB

Church, on John
Day Road. Ke-
arney Park Com-
munity  Center
in Flora, and
the North Place
neighborhood in
Madison  have
also received lit-
tle libraries.

The MCLS said
they would like
to say a special
thank you to Dis-
trict 1 Supervi-
sor Sheila Jones
for her efforts in
making this pos-
sible as well as
Chip Estes, Da-
vid  Westbrook
and Jerry Robert-
son for building
these  libraries
and donating to
the community.
Watch for more
libraries popping
up throughout
the county.

To learn more,

visit LittleFreeLibrary.org, mclsms.org,
or call the Canton Library at 601-859-

>~

cont. from page 9

Sulm’s Gifts
IS celebrating

thirty-five yrs.

spirit,” regardless of the holiday.

‘We may never have an accurate im-
pact analysis of what a homegrown,
profitable gift shop has meant to
Canton, but isn’t it nice to live where
such outstanding talent is appreciat-
ed and supported by locals?

Con atulle)ltions, Erin, and thank

ou for all the positive impact you

ave been for Canton the City and
for the many ways you have made
Christmas merry for us, your friends
and customers, for these last thir-
ty-five years.

We hope you will be around for
many more Christmases.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Joy Foy is
married to James Foy and is a re-
tired Economic Developer with the
Mississippi Development Authori-
ty. Foy is an active participant in
the community of Canton. She is a
member of the Canton Lions Club,
the Keep Canton Beautiful Com-
mittee and the Canton Beautifica-
tion Committee.

DRUG STORE

1301 East Peace Street, Canton 39046
601-859-4212

T G

IFT SHOP HAS RETURNED!

("FREE GIFT BAG WITH PURCHASE)

O

Z

g7
: ','e

Z
Z
(=)
A S
f—



December 10, 2020

B CANTON'NEWS

15

Former boxer and wife return home, restore Vanity Castle

By Lori Lycette

After forty-four years of living in
the North, former professional boxer
James Shavers and his wife Shirley
returned “home” to Canton to enjoy
family and their newly renovated
1896 Victorian “Vanity Castle.”

James Shavers was born in 1955 in
Canton. At three months old, he be-
came sick, and his aunt took him to
her home in Farmhaven to care for
him.

He went back home for a day, and
then his uncle came back to get him
and take him back home with him.
And that’s where he lived until he was
twenty-one years old.

James attended Velma Jackson High
School, where he met Shirley. She
was from Pickens and was three years
younger than him.

“The first time I saw Shirley, I told
my friends that I was going to marry
that girl one day,” said James Shavers.

“I was in the eighth grade, and James
was in the eleventh,” said Shirley
Shavers. “The bell rang at the end
of the day, and everyone was lining
up for the buses. He said he saw me,
this cute little girl with her books in
her hand, and told his friend I would
be his wife. He offered to carry my
books to the bus. Later on that week,
there was a record hop at the school,
and he asked me if | was going. We
both went, had our first kiss, and the
rest is history. We courted for the next
five years.”

James graduated from Velma Jack-
son in 1974 and attended Jackson
State University for a semester but
decided college wasn’t for him, at that
time.

After doing some odd jobs, in late
1976, Shavers and a friend headed
north to find work...Detroit, Kansas
City and then St Paul, Minnesota.
He had a sister in Minnesota who he
asked to stay while he searched for a
job.

James made $4.68 an hour at a flour
mill, mandatory seven days a week,
and was able to save money for the
wedding.

Six months later, he returned to mar-
ry his girl.

“I was trying to graduate from high
school and plan a wedding all at the
same time. I graduated on a Friday,
got married on Sunday, and moved to
Minnesota on Monday,” said Shirley.

“One day, I passed by a boxing gym
in St. Paul and walked in out of bore-
dom,” said James. “I was twenty-four
at that time, which is old in boxer
years, but they said I had a natural tal-
ent. [ was fearless, you couldn’t knock
me out.”

Shavers became an amateur boxer in
1978, competing as a middleweight in
Golden Gloves tournaments for two
years, and then professionally for sev-
enteen years.

“I travelled all over the world to box
greats such as Michael McCallum and
Charles Williams, two world champs.

I boxed in London, Paris, Italy, Spain,
Canada...all over,” said James. “And
I flew to all these places alone. I didn’t
have the money or the backers, so it
was just me.”

Shavers added that he even fought a
main event match at Madison Square

Shirley and James Shavers

Photo by Lori Lycette

Kitchen

Photo by Lori Lycette

Shavers with oldest son Rocky in 1986

Garden in New York, back in 1987.

Shirley added, “I didn’t like when
he would be gone for sometimes two
weeks at the time. I couldn’t trav-
el with him out of town, because we
couldn’t afford it, and I couldn’t leave
the baby. He went to Amsterdam,
Canada, Spain, the Netherlands, Italy,
and all over the country. I wish now
that I had known and had made a way
to go with him.”

The Shavers bought their first house
in 1979, Shirley enrolled in nursing

school and graduated in 1983.

“I worked at a nursing home four and
a half years and then a big hospital in
St. Paul,” said Shirley. “Our first child
was born in 1980, the second in 1987,
and the last in 1996.”

James received his associate degree

Photo by Lori Lycette

Photo by Lori Lycette

Photo by Lori Lycette

Shavers on front porch

in Law Enforcement and then earned
a bachelor’s degree in Corrections in
1996. He became a juvenile correc-
tions officer for five years and then a
supervisor at Hennepin County Juve-
nile Detention Center for fifteen years,
until retiring in 2018.

“Working at the detention center was
the best job, because I felt I was real-
ly making a difference in those kids’
lives, trying to steer them in the right
direction,” said James. “I’ve always
tried to live by two principles: To al-

ways work hard and to treat people the
way [ want to be treated.”

After James’ retirement, the couple’s
goal was to move back to Mississippi.

“We had always wanted to move
back home to Canton. Shirley and
I both have family still here,” said
James. “We own acreage, with a lake,
east of here and had planned to build
a home on that property. In 2014, we
were riding down Peace Street and
saw that this house was for sale. We
called the realtor and found out it was
$300,000, which was more than we
wanted to spend. The home had been
vacant for six years. Several months
later, the realtor called to say the price
had been reduced by $40,000, so we
decided to purchase it.”

The Shavers went back home to St.
Paul, with the confidence that their fu-
ture home in Canton would be just fine
until they could eventually move in.

“Our utility bill suddenly shot up re-
ally high from one month to the next,”
said Shirley. “A water pipe had burst
and was running in the house for about
two months while we were still in
Minnesota. We came back to mold...
it was everywhere. We had to replace
most of the ceilings, walls and floors.
They were able to salvage most of the
moldings and the fireplaces but had to
replace a lot of the original hardwood
floors. The house was full of mold. It
was a complete disaster.”

They began a total renovation of
“Vanity Castle” in 2018, doing much
of the work themselves, and officially
moved in early this year.

The couple both say they are glad to
be back in Canton.

“Canton has changed a lot since we
moved away, said James. “It seems
so much more open now, with a lot
of businesses and homes being torn
down. We love Canton. We are very
glad to be back home.”

“I loved Minnesota...it was a great
place to raise children, to educate the
children, a beautiful place with a lot to
offer,” said Shirley. “The only thing I
didn’t like was the weather. Novem-
ber was VERY cold there. The weath-
er here is like paradise this time of
year.”

The Shavers have three children
and five grandchildren, and they love
hosting family gatherings at what is
now their forever home.

Shirley works as a nurse at Mer-
it Health Madison, here in Canton,
while James is enjoying retirement
and daily keeping up their pristinely
manicured property. He even installed
a punching bag under the porch gaze-
bo, to help him stay fit, as well as a
sentimental reminder of days gone by.

Shirley added, “We could’ve bought
a house in Madison, but we love this
house and this town, and we want to
do whatever we can to accent the town
and make it better. It’s right in town,
close to everything, and it’s beautiful.
Everything we wanted in a house.”

And James agreed. It was always
their goal to move back “home.”
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Goodwill offers free training

Special to The Canton News

Goodwill Industries of Mississip-

pi was recently awarded the Work-
force Innovation Opportunity Act
(WIOA) Governor’s Reserves,
which expands the Digital/Com-
puter Training Program to serve
seventeen counties in Mississippi.

The program is billed as an easy
instructional program that offers
the ability to learn how to use and
apply skills for digital/computer
usage.

Students must be eighteen years or
older and may be trained virtually
or at a Digital Training Center. The

Madison classes
County = are self-
s GGOOCWIN Y o
the coun- certificat-
ties to re- Industries of Mississippi L ©d upon
ceive the each sec-
Free to tion that

the Public Digital/Computer Train-
ing Program, and training will be
offered at the WIN Job Center,
located at 152 Watford Parkway
Drive in Canton. Training will take
place from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. on
Mondays and Wednesdays.

Due to COVID-19 guidelines,
all training appointments must be
scheduled in advance. Online train-
ing is also available once appoint-
ments are established.

The training will cover Basic
Computer, Internet Basics, Using
Email, Social Media, Windows 10,
Microsoft Word, Information Lit-
eracy, Excel, PowerPoint, Career
Search, and MAC-OS.

is completed.

“It 1s our goal to provide a quality
digital skills training program that
will enable people to have the skills
necessary to accomplish an online
job application, to broaden their
computer expertise and to have a
better understanding of how digital
skills enhances our everyday life,”
said Vicki Burton, Vice President of
Workforce Development at Good-
will of Mississippi. “We would like
to encourage everyone to take ad-
vantage of this opportunity.”

For more information or to sched-
ule an appointment, call 601-708-
1188, or register online at good-
willms.org.
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Lions Club announces programs

Special to The Canton News

Canton Lions meet every Wednes-
day, unless otherwise noted, from
noon until 1 p.m. at the Canton
Country Club for lunch and a speak-
er. December 9, 16 and 23 will be
the upcoming meeting dates.

The Canton Lions tapped into the
new ministers of Canton as a source
for this month’s programs.

Reverend James Allen of Har-
vest of Hope Ministries provided
the first program in December, on
December 2. Reverend Allen holds
weekly worship services at the
Physical Therapy Work’s building
on Highway 51 South, across from
the old Harreld Chevrolet building,
now Delta Auto. Harvest of Hope
Ministries recently purchased the
building.

The second program, on Decem-
ber 9, will be Dr. Jay Cook, the new
pastor at First Baptist Canton. Dr.
Cook and his family moved to Can-
ton and began service at First Bap-
tist on August 17, 2020.

The program for the third week of
December comes from Lions Club
member Mark Hopkins. His subject
will be trains in Canton.

The December programs will wrap
up with entertainment from Frazier
Riddell playing Christmas music.
Riddell sings and loves for his audi-
ence to participate in the fun.

Lions Club President Darlene Aus-
tin invites the public to attend any
or all of the meetings. The cost is
$15 per person. RSVP on the Can-
ton Lions Facebook page to reserve
a meal.

Edward Frank Meydrech
Madison, Mississippi
July 21, 1943 - November 5, 2020

¢ Edward Frank
g Meydrech, 77,
& died October 30,
£2020, at home in
s Madison County,
& Mississippi. An

outdoor memori-

al service will be

held at 1:30 p.m.

Thursday, = No-
vember 5, 2020, at Grace Episcopal
Church in Canton.

Ed was born on July 21, 1943 in Oak
Park, Illinois, the son of the late Anton
Kaspar Meydrech and Frances Marie
Meydrech. He graduated from Apop-
ka High School in Apopka, Florida,
where he was active in sports and
served as his class president. He con-
tinued his education, earning a Bache-
lor of Statistics in 1965 and a Masters
of Statistics in 1967 from the Univer-
sity of Florida and his PhD from the
University of North Carolina at Chap-
el Hill in 1972.

Ed served our country’s military in
the Public Health Service Commis-
sioned Corp from 1967 to 1969. Dr.
Meydrech began his academic career
as an Assistant Professor of Biometry
at the Virginia Commonwealth Uni-
versity, serving from 1972 to 1975.
In 1976, Dr. Meydrech joined the fac-
ulty of the University of Mississippi
Medical Center, where he worked as
assistant, associate and full professor
of Preventive Medicine. Dr. Mey-
drech became Chief of Biostatistics

Edward Anton Meydrech

and Chairman, Preventive Medi-
cine. Dr. Meydrech, tenured in 1982,
co-authored over seventy-five scien-
tific papers and participated in eleven
research grants.

Ed loved children and coached nu-
merous teams in his children’s youth.
He spent his retirement days at Deer-
field Golf Club and was on the course
for his first 18 holes before most peo-
ple were awake. During his last years,
he worked out at The Club in Madi-
son and was physically fit up until his
glioblastoma was discovered in 2018.
After his wife, children, and grand-
daughter, two of his greatest loves
were chocolate and the Florida Ga-
tors. Ed was a communicant of Grace
Episcopal Church.

Survivors include: his wife of 55
years, Anne Regan Meydrech of
Madison County; daughter, Laurel
Anne Meydrech of Gulf Shores, Ala-
bama; son, Edward Anton Meydrech
of Chattanooga, Tenneassee; grand-
daughter, Harlee Regan Meydrech of
Chattanooga, Tennessee; brother, An-
thony Leo Meydrech (Judith) of Na-
perville, Illinois; niece, Leigh Mey-
drech of Lisle, Illinois; distant cousin,
Maria Meydrich Bourgeois (Guy) of
Hammond, Louisiana; brothers-in-
law, John (Wanda) Regan of Jackson;
Bill Regan of Daytona, Florida; Frank
Regan of Gainesville, Florida; sister-
in-law, Lee Mikell (Ron) of Orlando,
Florida, and four nephews and one
niece.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made to glioblastomafoundation.
org or Grace Episcopal Church, 161
E. Peace Street, Canton, MS 39046.
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PRESENTS

CHRISTMAS FESTIVAL

ONCE AGAIN, MORE THAN 200.000 TWINKLING WHITE LIGHTS WILL SPARKLE AND LIGHT UP THE

CITY'S HISTORIC COURTHOUSE SQUARE, BRINGING THE MAGIC AND NOSTALGIA OF THE HOLIDAYS.

BACK THIS YEAR IS THE INTERACTIVE CHRISTMAS VILLAGE, GIVING CHILDREN THE OPPORTUNITY
TO MAKE REINDEER FOOD FOR SANTA'S REINDEER TO EAT ON CHRISTMAS EVE.

T14TH ANNUAL “SIP °N CIDER™!
TOWERING 3 STORY FERRIS WHEEL LOOKING OVER THE COURTHOUSE GROUNDS

............................................................................
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601.859.1307 | 800.844.3369
VISIT CANTONTOURISM.COM FOR EVENT DETAILS.
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Omega Brothers distributing food boxes

Special to The Canton News

The Knights of Pillar Nurses As-
sociation (KPNA) recently held its
first food drive for the rural Madison
County area. Each family that par-
ticipated received a box consisting
of Cornish hens, vegetables, potato
salad and rolls, enough to feed four
to five people.

KPNA said they wanted to extend

Photo by Lori Lycette
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their blessing to those in need on the
outskirts of town and would like to
thank Father Guy Wilson and Sacred
Heart Church for opening their doors
to use as the delivery site. Alonzo
McGruder, Supervisor Paul Griffin,
Lennie Conway, Paul Conway and
Jordan Sims also assisted in making
the event possible.

Prior to the giveaway, the boxes
were prepped by Rachiel Johnson,

KPNA members who worked the drive (I to r) were,
front row: Ida Thomas, Ermalene Guydon and Ruby
Johnson; and back row: LaShonda Lyles, Mary Johnson,
Cassandra Cannon and Bertha McGruder.

Photo by Lori Lycette

Alyshia Johnson, LaShunda Lyles,
Katie Hamlin and Mary Simes.

KPNA said they also would like
to thank their spouses for standing
behind them, as well as the Sacred
Heart men, who helped direct traffic
that day. Members of the Omega Fra-
ternity who also joined in to make the
event successful were Derrick Gar-
ner, Lamarcus Lyles, Jarvis Black-
mon, Gene Sheriff, Dwight Rawls,

Special to The Canton News
Corine Hart was the winner of the African quilt.

Melvin Bonds and K.O. Martin.

Over two hundred families were
blessed to receive Thanksgiving din-
ner that day.

Corine Hart was the winner of the
African quilt that was recently raf-
fled, made by member Mrs. Ruth
Gray.

KPNA continues to live up to their
motto: WE CARE, WE CAN, WE
WILL.

Our next session is January 19th -April 13th
Tuesdays at 6:30 on Zoom
Please register by calling 601-924-9999

REDEEMER

LUTHERAN CHURCH

GRIEFRYSHARE

GriefShare provides help
and encouragement after
the death of a spouse, child,
family member or friend.

Our leaders know and
understand the journey of
grief. During this time of
isolation, our grief can be
compounded in many ways.
Join us for support,
information and guidance
for your journey from
mourning to joy.

1799 Clinton-Raymond Road e Clinton, MS 39056 ¢ 601-924-9999

Medicare has changed.
Find out how it can affect you.

Important changes to the federal Medicare program became
effective at the beginning of the year. As a result, retirees in
your state may be eligible for coverage with new options.

Find out if you qualify for Medicare Supplement insurance
that can help limit your out-of-pocket expenses.

For FREE information, call:

1-866-511-0024

or visit MedSupBenefit.com/clintcour

Get the facts that matter to you:
+ Critical dates for Medicare eligibility

« Options that can help keep more money in your pocket

- Medicare benefits many retirees may not be aware of

Information will be provided by Physicians Life Insurance Company

LO35TN, LO36TN, LO37TN, LO38TN, FOOITN, FOO2TN)
6243_D

We are not connected with, nor endorsed by, the U.S. Government or the Federal Medicare Program. | understand
I'have no obligation. This is a solicitation of insurance. A licensed agent/producer may contact you. Policy form
number L030, LO35, L036, L037, LO38, FOO1, FOO2 (OK: LO300K, LO350K, LO360K, LO370K, LO380K; TN: LO30TN,




COME VISIT OUR IN-HOUSE
GAC COMMUNITY PHARMACY

FULL SERVICE PHARMACY
IN AND OUT PESCRIPTIONS ACCEPTED

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CDNTACT
(601) 859-0273
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God calls us to love H|m and our neighbor

By Guest Columnist James Allen

Herein is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us, and sent
52His Son to be
ol < the  propitiation
§ for our sins. Be-
¢loved, if God
250 loved us, we
£ ought to love one
“another. (1 John
4:10-11)
We can never
hope to take in
the entirety of this magnificent vi-
sion in one article. What I am hoping
for is a glimpse that will challenge
us to see more of His love.
God’s love is a conqueror. Con-
quering and loving might seem like
two opposite ideas. Yes, it is both a

Pastor James Allen

ruler and a servant at the same time.

As aruler... love demands that we
forgive others, no matter what the
circumstances may have been.

As a servant...love demands that
we not only give all that we can to
others but be willing to sacrifice if
necessary.

Jesus’ ministry was filled with ex-
traordinary acts of love, but the great-
est of all came at Calvary. We also
know the cross as God’s triumph and
ultimate defeat of Satan.

The Lord calls us to walk in His
steps. We, too, are to overcome with
love. We see our marching orders in
the Sermon on the Mount. We are
told to love our enemies, an idea very
foreign in that day - and still in ours.
Jesus said that we are to bless those
who curse us and do good to those

who hate us. Such ideas are other-
worldly to us, but they are divine.

1 Corinthians 13 teaches us that, “If
I speak in tongues of men or of an-
gels, but do not have love, I am a re-
sounding gong or a clanging cymbal.
Love is patient...love never fails...
if I give all I possess to the poor and
do not have love, I gain nothing.
And now of all these things, three re-
main...faith, hope and love, but the
greatest of these is love.”

The Bible tells us to love our neigh-
bor as ourselves, and, when we pon-
der those words, we should really
think of how much we really do love
ourselves and how much of our ac-
tivities center around the care and
comfort of self. Then we should
to imagine what it would be like 1f
we showered that same love on our

neighbors. And, after that, just do
it!!! Such behavior is not natural; it
is supernatural. This is living out the
true meaning of being a Christian.

So, let us follow the example of our
Lord Jesus and live a life filled with
love and not hatred, and, in doing
this, we will let the world see more
of Jesus and less of us.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Pastor James
Allen is married to Eyvette Allen.
Pastor Allen is a native of Canton
who returned home after fifty-seven
years in North Carolina, where he
met his wife, a native Delawarean.
They established Harvest of Hope
Christian Center and Campus and
are the proud parents of a blended
family of six children and fourteen
grandchildren.

JRENASANT

BANK

3330 South Liberty Street | 601.859.1831

Canton, Mississippi | renasantbank.com

Arnel D, Bolden, Agent
601.859.8554

arnel holden. e 2488 rarelfarm. com

i - Voted Best Insurance Agency
Three Years in a Row!

Give Your Children

"The Protection They Need

You may have life insurance,
but are your children protected as well?
Let us help you provide the greatest gift for them

CALL FOR A QUOTE 24/7.

that will last a lifetime.

&% StateFarm

) Health,py

EANTUN N DISCOUNT DRUGS

Randatt Stong’s CAN T ESN

' DISCOUNT DRUGS
MERRY CHRISTMAS

(601) 859-3827 Flome of Low Prescriplion Prices

726 East Peace Street

www.cantondiscountdrugs.com




